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JOHNSTON

By RORY SCHULER

George M., a retired Sky Soldier, 
wore his black 173rd Airborne Bri-
gade hat with pride, sitting as straight 
as he could in the first row of seats 
arranged in Johnston’s War Memorial 
Park.

The High School Marching band 
approached; their instruments warm 
and their heels clicking on the pave-
ment.

George shivered a little in the cool 
autumn air. 

As a resident at Morgan Health 
Center in Johnston, George was driv-
en to the park in a small bus to attend 
Wednesday’s Veterans Day Recogni-
tion Ceremony.

The nurses accompanying George 
and around five other veterans who 
live at the skilled nursing and reha-
bilitation center offered George and 
his fellow veterans blankets. He re-
fused. They all refused the blankets.

George has a hard time talking. But 
his hat, his posture and the attention 
he paid during Wednesday’s memo-
rial service spoke volumes.

The nurses felt uncomfortable shar-
ing George’s last name, but the par-
tial identification was no problem. 
George wears his hat because he’s 
proud.

He’s a proud Vietnam War veteran. 
Airborne. 

The soldiers of the 173rd Airborne 
Brigade are known as “Sky Soldiers.” 
They’re still a proud fighting outfit, 
and serve as the U.S. Army’s Con-
tingency Response Force in Europe, 
providing rapid forces to the United 
States European, Africa and Central 
Commands.

George served his country, and 
lived, returned home, lived some 
more, and now he’s surviving. 

He deserves some thanks. Those 
gathered in the park Wednesday were 
there to thank him.

George wore a bright read sweat-
shirt and stepped from the bus to his 
seat with the aid of a walker. Hanging 
on the crossbar of his metal walker, 
a tiny American flag flapped in the 
morning breeze.

Veterans Day is about giving thanks 
to those who served our country. 

On Wednesday morning, the town’s 
top officials delivered gratitude from 
the park’s cement stage. 

“And once again to the veterans, I 
cannot thank you enough and I mean 

Veterans, Johnston thanks you
PAYING TRIBUTE TO THOSE WHO SERVED

By RORY SCHULER

Johnston officials dedicated a new me-
morial at War Memorial Park Wednes-
day morning.

Christopher Correia, the town’s direc-
tor of Recreational and Community Ser-
vices, took the stage to switch gears after 
a Veterans Day Recognition Ceremony.

“I would now like to direct your atten-
tion to the right, for the dedication of the 
Johnston Hose No. 1 Volunteer Firefight-
ers Memorial, which was installed this 
past couple of weeks,” Correia told the 
crowd. “This firefighter memorial was 
brought to us by retired Johnston Fire 
Department Chief Alan Zambarano.”

Correia asked Johnston Mayor Joseph 
M. Polisena to return to the stage. 

“By the way, Chief Zambarano was 
my boss,” said the former state senator, 
nurse and fire department rescue medic. 
“I used to salute him, and answer his or-
ders. And when I became the mayor, he’s 
shaking his head, and says, ‘Are you sure 
you can do that?’”

Polisena paid tribute to the two men 
behind the park’s newest memorial — 
Zambarano and Michael J. Placella, Jr.

“(Chief Zambarano) also came to 
me after the passing of Mike Placella,” 
Polisena recalled. “Mike was a great guy; 
very active in the Thornton Hose 1 Vol-
unteer Association. And they wanted to 
do something that obviously, all of those 
men, many of them served our country, 

Memorial Park’s newest shrine 
dedicated to firefighters

SKY SOLDIER: Veteran George M. was driven to Johnston Memorial Park on Wednesday for a Veterans Day Recognition 
Ceremony. He had a prime seat for the Johnston High School Marching Band performance. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

DAD, 
THANKS: 

Johnston 
Mayor 

Joseph M. 
Polisena 

addressed 
the crowd 

Wednesday 
morning, 

and shared 
stories about 

his late fa-
ther, Joseph 

Anthony 
Polisena, a 

Korean War 
veteran.
At right, 

many 
Johnston 

firefighters 
attended the 

ceremony.

RESTORED MAXIM: The morning’s Honor Guards prepped their flags next to the 
old Hose No. 1 Maxim fire truck. (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)
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By Lucas Maguire
Special to the Sun Rise

M31 The Andromeda Galaxy
Andromeda is the closest galaxy to our own Milky Way and is 2.5 Million Light-

Years away from Earth. It contains an estimated 1 Trillion stars and spans 220,000 
Light-Years. In 964, a persian astronomer by the name of Abd al-Rahman al-Sufi dis-
covered Andromeda and noted it as “A Nebulous Smear”. In 1785, Charles Messier 
cataloged it as M31, Andromeda. 

This past weekend celebrated one full year of picking up Astrophotography as a 
hobby. I have learned a lot along the way and have met many new friends both local 
and cross continental that love all things astronomy. I look forward to sharing all of 
my images, and am eager to improve my skills and take better astro photos. 

This past weekend I was able to set up after a Month of not imaging. I set my scope 
to my first Deep space target from last year, M31. Because I shoot with a Monochrome 
(Black and White) camera, I need to shoot through different filters to capture different 
wavelengths of light. For M31, I used my Luminance (UV/IR - all visible light), Red, 
Green, and Blue filters to create an LRGB image. It took me two nights to gather all 
of the images needed to stack them together and used an astronomical image editing 
software to calibrate, stack, and edit my image to bring out all of the detail. EDITOR’S 
NOTE: Lucas “Luc” Maguire captured this image from his backyard in Johnston. He 
will be submitting his deep space images to the Sun Rise for publication each week. 
Maguire’s photography can also be found at his Instagram account @oceanstateastro 
and his Twitter feed @OceanStateAstro.

(Image courtesy Luc Maguire)

BACKYARD SPACE

Police start  
food drive for  

Operation 
Stand Down RI

With Thanksgiving fast approach-
ing, the Johnston Police Department 
has started a food drive for John-
ston’s own Operation Stand Down 
Rhode Island. 

Johnston Police are collecting 
canned and boxed food items at JPD 
headquarters to support our veter-
ans in need, according to the depart-
ment’s Facebook page. Any assis-
tance is greatly appreciated, just stop 
into the front foyer to make a dona-
tion in the drop-off box.
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Not valid at Boardwalk. Expires 11/30/21.Not valid at Boardwalk. Expires 11/30/21.

BUY ONE 
GET ONE FREE 
LUNCH OR DINNER 

COUPON VALID ON SANDWICHES OR ENTREES 
(OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE) 

Not valid with online, Grubhub, and DoorDash orders. Offer valid Sunday - Thursday 
only at IGGY'S BOARDWALK. OFFER VALID FOR LUNCH OR DINNER. 

PURCHASE OF A BEVERAGE IS REQUIRED TO RECEIVE OFFER. EXCLUDES 
ALL LOBSTER DISHES. 18% GRATUITY ON BILL INCLUDED PRIOR TO DISCOUNT. 

NOT VALID ON TAKE-OUT. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER offers. 
Not valid on Holidays. No separate checks allowed.

Offer expires 11/30/21. WB WB WB

By PETE FONTAINE

One of Rhode Island’s most successful and 
ageless fundraising dinner traditions will be 
back in 2022 after a year’s hiatus due to the CO-
VID-19 crisis.

“We are proud — and happy to announce 
— that the Ricky Salzillo Memorial Game Din-
ner is coming back!” said Steven M. Placella, a 
Johnston-based attorney and one of the event’s 
founders. “We are hoping to sell out again so we 
can continue our scholarship program and chari-
table giving for important non-profits.”

Back in 2020, for example, the Salzillo Memori-
al Game Dinner resulted in 10 $500 scholarships 
for Johnston High School graduating seniors.

Likewise, donations were made to the Race 
for Matt & Grace, ALS Rhode Island and the 
Oncology-Hematology Departments at Hasbro 
Children’s Hospital, the latter through Johnston 
Memorial Cancer Events.

“In 2020, a total of $11,000 was given out, ei-
ther as scholarship stipends or to these organi-
zations,” Placella explained. “In prior years, in 
addition to providing the annual scholarships, 
contributions were made to the Johnston Rec-
reation Department for the creation and better-
ment of targeted facilities at Johnston War Me-
morial Park.”

Proceeds from the ongoing tradition, which 
people will attest is like a huge family reunion 
in Johnston, the dinner has also resulted in do-
nations to Friedreich’s Ataxia Research Alliance, 
the J. Arthur Trudeau Center and Rode Island 
Military Organizations.

“So,” as Placella said with a smile on his face, 
“get your tickets now; we’re hoping to sell out 
again this time around.”

The dinner is set for Sunday, Feb. 6, 2022, and 
will begin at 12 noon at its long-time home in-
side the famed Kelley-Gazzerro VFW Post 2812 
located on 1418 Plainfield St. on the Johnston-
Cranston line. Tickets are $35 per person.

When asked why organizers scheduled the 
unique event for Sunday, Feb. 6, 2022, Placella 
quipped: “We have intentionally chose this Sun-
day in February because there are no NFL games 
that day, as it is the Sunday between Champion-
ship Sunday and the Super Bowl.”

Placella then announced that “once again Frank 
and Nick Fede — former Johnston residents, JHS 
grads and long-time owners of Kingstown Liquor 
Mart on Post Road in North Kingstown — will 
again sponsor and provide a seemingly endless 
array of raffle prizes that are always a center point 
and highlight of the afternoon.”

“They come up with coolers, grills … even 
small refrigerators and racks full of wine and li-
quor,” said Vin LaFazia, a key member of the or-
ganizing committee. “People are always amazed 
with the raffle prizes they get for the dinner.”

Moreover, Placella said, “Greg Spirito, for-
merly of Spirito’s and now of Cozy Caterers, will 
prepare, cook and serve another great dinner 
as he has in year’s past. The menu will include 
chopped antipasto, venison chili, wild boar spit-
zatta with mushrooms, pasta with venison meat-
balls and sausage and venison meatloaf with 
potatoes.”

“We’re inviting everyone to come to this event 
and catch up with friends, meet new ones and 
remember our beloved brother Ricky whose 
life was cut much too short,” Placella went on. 
“For sure, he’ll be looking down on us — as al-
ways — hoping for another successful event that 
will help others, just like he did before he was 
tragically killed in an auto accident in April, 1976 
when he was just 24 years old.”

Thus, Placella said, tickets are priced at $35 
per person and can be purchased at the Johnston 
Recreation Department office in person or call-
ing 401-272-3460, The Kelley-Gazzerro Post at 
401-942-9500, or Placella at 401-255-3478.

Ricky Salzillo Memorial Game Dinner returns in 2022

SALZILLO 
SUPPORT-

ERS: Among 
the dedicated 

volunteers who 
will bring back 
the Ricky Sal-
zillo Memorial 

Game Dinner on 
Sunday, Feb. 6, 
2002 are, from 
left, Jim Hunter, 
Steven Placella, 

John Graham 
and Vin LaFazia. 
Tickets are $35 

each and on 
sale now at vari-

ous locations.

RICKY
REMEM-

BERED: The 
late Richard D. 
“Ricky” Salzillo 

was “loved by all 
and never had a 
bad word to say 

about anyone,” 
and will once 

againbe remem-
bered on Feb. 6, 

2022, during a 
memorial game 

dinner, which has 
been a Johnston 
fundraising insti-

tution since its 
inception back in 

1976.
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By RORY SCHULER

The students of St. Rocco School 
in Johnston walked down the 
church isles holding photographs of 
veterans they loved. 

The solemn march of respect paid 
tribute to the men and women who 
serve the nation. 

“We respect them,” said student 
Brianna Moosey as she welcomed 
the worshippers who attended the 
Veterans Day Prayer Service in St. 
Rocco Church Wednesday morning. 
“We thank them. We honor them. 
We are proud of them. We pray to 
God to watch over these special 
people, and bless them with peace 
and happiness … thank you to all 
who serve this country.”

St. Rocco students left their usual 
school uniforms at home Wednes-
day, each paying a dollar to “dress 
down” in red, white and blue, to 
commemorate Veterans Day. The 
funds raised were donated to veter-
ans’ charities.

Student Kate Gorgievski stood 
behind the lectern and read the cel-
ebrants in a prayer:

“Dear Lord, today we honor our 
veterans, worthy men and women, 
who gave their best when they were 
called upon to serve and protect our 
country. We pray that you will bless 
them for their unselfish service in 
the continual struggle to preserve 
our freedoms, our safety, and our 
country’s heritage, for all of us. 
Give us all the creative vision to see 
a world which, grown weary with 
fighting, moves to affirming life of 
every human being and so moves 
beyond war. Hear our prayer, O 
Prince of Peace, hear our prayer. 
Amen.”

Poetry readings were delivered 
by fifth-grader Samaira Dhamija, 
sixth-grader Matthew Beauregard, 
seventh-grader Alivia Poulin, and 
eighth-grader Marcos Diaz.

Students Alex Diaz Negron and 
Adrian Perez folded an American 
flag. 

More students helped carry five 
other flags, each representing a 
branch of the military — the U.S. 
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air 
Force and Coast Guard — to the 
front of the church.

Deacon Bob Troia, a Deacon at 
Saint Rocco Church for more than 
40 years, spoke to those gathered. 

“We have to continue to pray for 
our men and women in the service, 
those in blue, our firefighters, and 
all of those who give themselves to 
public service,” Troia told the audi-
ence. “Pray for them every day.” 

Troia, a veteran himself, served in 
the U.S. Army.

“What is our freedom?” He asked 
the crowd. “Right here. You are in 
some place that if we didn’t have 
freedom, we would not be able to be 
here. This is freedom. This is what 
I worked for. This is what all these 
men have worked for, and women. 
So continue to pray for them. And 

Prayers for our veterans
LOVE PARADE: St. Rocco School’s students walked up and down the church isles holding photographs of vet-
erans they loved during a prayer service Wednesday morning. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

PRAYER - PAGE 5■
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Watch Your
MOUTH

Approximately 59% of adults admit to avoiding 
dental visits due to cost of dental coverage or 
difficulties finding a conveniently located practice 
covered by their insurance plan.  Whether 
covered or not, the cost of dental services can be 
unpredictable.  Increasing numbers of dentists are 
now offering an innovative solution: subscription 
dental services, which mutually benefit both 
patient and provider.  Subscriptions offer a yearly 
or monthly rate that covers regular cleanings, 
x-rays, fillings, and in some cases, surgical 
procedures. They provide cost-effective plans for 
patients and easy financial management for the 
dental practices.  Provider platform Kleer reports 
that 83 percent of patients remain loyal to a dental 
office with an in-house dental membership plan, 

and shows an 80 percent membership renewal.
We know how  important it is that the people 

who take care of your dental needs be well-
informed, knowledgeable, highly skilled, and 
caring and compassionate. Our promise to you, 
then, is that our office will provide you with 
dental care of the highest quality, based on sound 
medical modalities, using the most appropriate 
procedures, and utilizing extremely qualified staff 
members. Keep on top of your dental health by 
calling DENTAL ARTS GROUP at 401-521-3661. 
A Collaborative Practice Committed to Excellence, 
we’re  located at 1136 Hartford Ave., Johnston.

P. S.  Hesy-Re, an Egyptian scribe who lived 
around 2600 B.C., is recognized as the first dental 
practitioner. 

SUBSCRIPTION TO DENTAL CARE

STORAGE CONTAINERS FOR RENT
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

Call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.663.0174

YARD DEBRIS, 
JUNK REMOVAL and MORE!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

Call for pricing and availability.

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES, FAST, RELIABLE COURTEOUS SERVICE

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

BANKRUPTCY
	 Flat	$95000	Atty.	Fee

Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
Payment Plan Available

Attorney David B. Hathaway
Former Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustee

401-738-3030
dave@ribankruptcy.net

This firm is a debt relief agency

THE TOWN OF JOHNSTON IS NOW ACCEPTING AP-
PLICATIONS FOR SNOW PLOWING AND SANDING 
SERVICES.  INTERESTED PARTIES MAY PICK UP AN 
APPLICATION AT THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WORKS, 100 IRONS AVENUE, JOHNSTON, RI 02919.   

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 231-4000 
EXT. 4189. 
  
JOSEPH M. POLISENA ROBERT PARKER 
MAYOR PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR

you for giving yourself.”
Troia reminded the students to work hard for their 

nation.
“Our country is a great country, but it’s only great 

if we work for it,” he said.
Student Sydnee Walsh-Cirelli ended the service 

with a closing prayer:
“Thank you to all who served this country. To those 

who have fought for freedom; to those who laid down 
their lives for others; to those who have borne suffer-
ing of mind or of body; to those who have brought 
their best gifts to times of need. We entrust them and 
their families to you, Lord Jesus, and ask you to con-
tinue to watch over them, and over their dear ones 
through Christ Our Lord, Amen.”

Veteran’s Prayer
Everlasting God, thank you that your ear is 

always attentive to our prayers. Hear our prayer 
for our military veterans today. Give them clear 
minds and peaceful hearts as you bless them for 
their service to us. May your divine love spread 

throughout their soul, saturating their whole  
being that they may be built up in your likeness. 
Strengthen them through your limitless mercy 

and grace. Blessing and glory, wisdom and 
thanksgiving, honor, power and strength,  

be unto you our God forever and ever. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.

■ Prayer
(Continued from page 4)

FIVE STURDY BRANCHES: St. Rocco School students helped carry five other flags, each representing a 
branch of the military — the U.S. Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force and Coast Guard — to the front of the church. 
(Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

WE SALUTE YOU: St. Rocco School held a Veterans Day Prayer Service Wednesday morning. 
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ANIMAL   TALK
By Karen Kalunian

Local�Adoptable�Loveable

and came back, they got 
jobs, some of them came on 
the Fire Department, oth-
ers had their own business-
es. But they served their 
town. And they volun-
teered. They volunteered 
as volunteer firefighters, 
the old days, they had the 
old ambulance that was a 
Cadillac, believe it or not. 
And the old fire truck.”

A fully restored Hose 
1 truck was on scene in 
the park. The police and 
fire departments’ Honor 
Guards prepped their flags 
behind it prior to Wednes-
day morning’s ceremony. 

“We really appreciate 
what you’ve done,” Polise-
na said. “As I’ve said, the 
countless members who 
volunteered, but most 
importantly for my dear 
friend Mike Placella who 
used to come visit me, and 
we would talk politics, and 
we were going to save the 
world, but I guess nobody 
was listening. But he’s just 
a dear friend and I know 
he’s watching down, and 
he’s got to be proud of 
this.”

Placella, a Johnston 
native, died in July. He 
worked as a manager at 
Verizon for 30 years before 
retiring, and served in the 
U.S. Army Air Corp during 
World War II, according to 
his obituary. 

Placella also served as 
the President of the John-
ston Hose 1 Volunteer Fire 
Department.

In lieu of flowers, his 
obituary requested do-
nations to the Johnston 
Hose 1 Veterans Memo-
rial. Donations were 
handled by former Chief 
Zambarano.

The new memorial con-
sists of a pair of benches 
facing a stone monument.

“Please take some time 
and take a look at it,” he 
asked the crowd. “It’s a 
time to reflect, I think, 
when people are walking 
the park, they can just kind 
of sit down on the bench 
and look at what many of 
the volunteer firefighters 
did, who served our coun-
try by the way, and served 
our country admirably. I 
want to once again, he’s 
not here, but I know he’s 
watching … and of course, 

I want to thank Chief Zam-
barano, who did this really, 
for what was done even 
before he was a volunteer 
firefighter.”

Zambarano began as a 
volunteer firefighter, then 
joined Johnston’s profes-
sional department full-
time, and worked his way 
up through the ranks.

“And became our chief, 
and was a really good chief, 
and a really good boss,” 
Polisena said. “Thank you 
so much Chief.”

Polisena urged the crowd 
to spend some time at the 
memorial.

“Please, take a look at 
it,” he said. “It’s beauti-
ful. Quite frankly, I was 
shocked looking at it my-
self. It just came out so 
well. This is once again to 
recognize those firefighters 
who volunteered their ser-
vices, but also served our 
country.”

The Johnston Hose No. 1 
Volunteer Fire Department 
was incorporated more 

than 70 years ago on July 
6, 1950. 

Its mission was to “pro-
vide free housing for 
equipment and personnel 
and to foster good will be-
tween citizens and fire per-
sonnel.”

Polisena invited John-
ston Fire Chief Peter J. 
Lamb to the stage. 

“If you haven’t looked at 
the firefighters’ memorial, 
I’d just call your attention 
to one thing,” Lamb told 
the crowd. “There’s an em-
blem on the seat. It’s called 
the Maltese Cross.”

Lamb delivered a fire-
fighting history lesson. 

“And what that really 
means, that goes back to the 
days of knighthood, when 
there were knights in armor 
and all that stuff,” Lamb 
explained. “They’d get in 
these battles. And one of 
the weapons was fire. And 
the knights of St. John that 
settled in Malta never got 
involved in the battle. They 
would just go help any-

one who was threatened 
or injured by fire. And it’s 
interesting a lot of people 
don’t know that. It’s called 
the Maltese Cross and it is 
in stone, because it will be 
there forever.”

The Knights were also 
known as the Order of 
Knights of the Hospital of 
Saint John of Jerusalem, a 
medieval and early mod-
ern Catholic military order.

“As you look at my fire-
fighters in the crowd, ev-
ery one of them is wearing 
the Maltese Cross, because 
they will help anybody 
who is threatened or in-
jured by fire,” Lamb said. 
“I got to meet Mike Placella 
on several occasions. He 
was truly a character. And 
he is smiling down today 
upon us, there’s no ques-
tion about it. My firefight-
ers have taken up the old 
Maxim truck, and we’re 
going to bring it with us 
to events just like we did 
today, and we’re going to 
keep that station alive.”

HISTORY LESSON: Johnston Fire Chief Peter J. Lamb explained the significance 
of the Maltese Cross, a medieval symbol often displayed on firefighters’ uniforms, 
and on the Johnston War Memorial Park’s newest monument. (Sun Rise photos by 
Rory Schuler)

VOLUNTEERS WITHOUT FEAR: Town officials introduced a new memorial at War Memorial Park Wednesday, 
paying tribute to Johnston’s Hose No. 1 Volunteer Firefighters.

■ Hose
(Continued from page 1)



Johnston Sun Rise 7Friday, November 12, 2021

By JON ANDERSON
Special to the Sun Rise

Our ideas about the past are constantly 
changing. New evidence floats to the sur-
face or is dug up after decades or eons. 
Observations of phenomena in the present 
open a new window into the past. From 
tales passed down, through speculative fic-
tion, biography and history, to carefully re-
searched social theory, there is a spectrum of 
different amounts of observation and imag-
ination we can use in the quest for truth. 

The Dutch historian Rutger Bregman was 
disturbed by the view many carried away 
from Golding’s “Lord of the Flies,” and set 
himself to find a factual account of boys left 
to their own devices. The story he wrestled 
to find, in the second chapter of his book 
“Humankind,” is more optimistic.

It takes a kind of faith to believe you can 
understand more and to keep searching. 
Bregman discusses similar questions others 
have debated, such as whether World War 
II bombing raids broke people’s spirits, or 
only galvanized powerful instincts to fight 

and to help one another.
A popular new nonfiction book is “The 

Dawn of Everything,” by David Graeber 
and David Wengrow.  It’s yet another take 
on the entire history of human existence, 
challenging old assumptions.

The authors, like Bregman, wonder about 
the classic, possibly oversimplified debate 
associated with Rousseau and Hobbes, re-
garding good and evil, and freedom and or-
der. It may be yet another incomplete view, 
but the authors bring out new voices, and 
paint pictures of an ancient past that is vivid 
and inspiring.

Singers also tell their own truth.  In the 
music of the 1930s and 1940s you can hear 
the rumble of ideas that changed society 
decades later. The 50s continue that evolu-
tion or revolution, and are the topic for Tom 
Shaker and Lloyd Kaplan in their final in-
stallment of “Songs of the Decades,” at the 
library this Tuesday night at 6:30 p.m.

Editor’s Note: Jon Anderson serves as the 
Marian J. Mohr Memorial Library Director. 
Watch for his column weekly in the Johnston 
Sun Rise.

‘Observations of phenomena in the present 
open a new window into the past’

FROM THE JOHNSTON LIBRARY

Tri-County is holding a 
contest to secure an artist to 
paint a mural for our new 
North Providence Food 
Bank. 

To enter, submit a picture 
or other representation of 
your proposed mural via 
email to dbanno@tricoun-
tyri.org.

Multiple entries are al-
lowed.

The contest ends on Dec. 
15. If you have questions, 
call 401-519-1901.

The mural will be painted 
on an indoor wall composed 
of white cinder blocks.

The final painting will 

measure 7 ft x 7 ft.
All paints and supplies 

for the finished mural will 
be provided by Tri-County.

The entry must include 
the artist’s name, contact 
info, and an estimated cost 
of paints/supplies neces-
sary to fully complete the 
full sized mural.

Tri-County may ask you 
to modify some or all of 
your entry.

The entry must include 
the Tri-County logo and 
Agency name as it appears 
with this notice.

The entry should be in 
a style that relates to all 

generations.
The mural should de-

pict something relevant 
to a food bank such as an 
orchard, a farmers market 
scene, a food tree/food pyr-
amid, or any other nutrition 
or healthy food related idea. 
You are only limited by 
your imagination.

The winning entry and 
mural shall become the 
property of Tri-County 
Community Action Agen-
cy; however the winning 
artist will have the right to 
use photographs of the mu-
ral and promote it as their 
original work.

Tri-County holds mural contest

(A Beginners Class)
Have you ever wished you knew how to take better pictures? Now you can learn 

the basics. Here is an opportunity to learn from the experts in this seminar for begin-
ners. The Johnston Senior Center will be offering a new 5-week photography class 
with Steve McGrath Photography!   The class will consist of 3 classroom sessions 
along with 2 “on Location” shoots (transportation provided). Bring your camera (or 
yourself, Camera will be provided) and learn when and how to use its special fea-
tures. Also covered will be basic composition and best use of light for different situ-
ations, such as plant, people, and landscape photography. I know you will enjoy this 
fun new class! If you ever wanted to be a shutter bug, this is your chance! Space is 
limited, therefore Please contact the Center at 401-944-3343.

Interested in taking better photos?

By Victoria Winsor 
Special to the Sun Rise

With the holidays right 
around the corner, John-
ston Senior High School’s 
student council is work-
ing diligently to prepare 
for upcoming school 
dances and activities.

In order to keep such 
events affordable for stu-
dents, our Student Coun-
cil has partnered with 
UNO’s Pizzeria and Grill 

on Putnam Pike in Smith-
field.

On Wednesday night, 
friends, family, and stu-
dents of Johnston came 
together to support their 
local high school.

Student council re-
ceived 25% of the total bill 
for any purchases made 
from 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
with the coupon present. 
The coupon was able to be 
used for both dine in and 
takeout. 

A special thanks goes 
out to all members of the 
community who came out 
to show their support as 
we raise money for up-
coming school events.

Editor’s Note: Victoria 
Winsor serves as the Class of 
2022 Senior Student Coun-
cil Representative. Members 
of the Johnston High School 
Student Council regularly 
submit articles for publica-
tion in the Johnston Sun 
Rise. 

Bring in the dough! Johnston  
Senior High throws Doughraiser
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STAND UP: Johnston Mayor Joseph M. Polisena introduced former U.S. Air Force Captain Erik B. Wallin, execu-
tive director of Johnston’s Operation Stand Down Rhode Island (OSDRI). (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)

By RORY SCHULER

Johnston Mayor Joseph 
M. Polisena used part of 
his time at the lectern 
Wednesday morning to 
rail against elements of 
the Culture War.

“I’m very concerned 
with the so-called cancel 
culture that’s out there 
nowadays,” Polisena 
warned the crowd gath-
ered for Johnston’s Vet-
erans Day Recognition 
Ceremony. “I’m sure 
that this is probably one 
of the days that is their 
target. But we can’t al-
low that. Tell the cancel 
culture to go away. They 
want to get rid of all the 
days that we celebrate, 
all the days that we cher-
ish. Really. So, I’m hop-
ing that those so-called 
politicians in Washing-
ton wake up and stop 
catering to the cancel 
culture.”

Polisena labeled “those 
Washington politicians” 
a bunch of “frauds.”

“They have zero re-
spect for our veter-
ans and our military,” 
Polisena said. “Those 
people must be thrown 
out of office in next 
year’s election. They 
have no respect for this 
country, and have zero 
respect for our veterans; 
especially the men and 
women who wear uni-
forms and are protecting 
us each and every day.”

He praised the strength 
of the country’s fighting 
men and women.

“You know, the world 
is a very frightening 
place,” Polisena said. 
“But what keeps us 
strong is our enemies 
know that all the branch-
es of our military are the 
best in the world, and 
would deliver a crush-
ing defeat to our en-
emies if need be. For it 
is fear from our enemies 
that keeps our country 
strong. Our military are 
always ready; willing 
to defend our freedoms 
and defend our coun-
try, no matter where or 
when.”

Polisena speaks his 
mind, in private and in 
public. Free speech has 
long been one of his hall-
marks.

“I want to thank our 
veterans past and pres-
ent for what they have 
done,” Polisena said. 
“And for those who 
continue to protect us. 
America is America be-
cause of our veterans. 
Not because of those 
politicians in Washing-
ton, who embrace our 
flag only on days like 
Veterans Day, and then 
of course they have what 
we call convenient am-
nesia after.”

Johnston’s mayor, 
serving his final term, 
is almost never apolo-
getic about speaking his 
mind.

“Because I’m allowed 
to say what I said ear-

lier about the politicians 
in this country — this is 
a great country by the 
way, there’s no other 
better country,” he said. 
“That’s why people are 
coming in and fighting 
to come in.”

Following his ini-
tial remarks, the mayor 
handed off his spot on 
stage to a veteran who 
has dedicated his life to 
helping other veterans 
— former U.S. Air Force 
Captain Erik B. Wal-
lin, executive director 
of Johnston’s Operation 
Stand Down Rhode Is-
land (OSDRI). 

“We have called, very 
proudly, Johnston home 
for almost 25 years,” 
Wallin told the crowd. 
“Mayor, you said it best. 
We hear elected officials 
talk about never forget, 
or leave no veteran be-
hind. Nice words, but 
useless when they’re not 
backed up by action.”

Wallin’s agency feels 
at home in Johnston, in 
large part due to the aid 
and attention paid to 
OSDRI by the town’s in-
stitutions. 

“And I have to say, 
as an organization that 
serves over 2,500 vet-
erans across this state, 
Mayor, the town of 
Johnston backs those 
words up every single 
day. It comes down from 
your office, and it runs 
through your chief of po-
lice, Chief Razza, Chief 
Lamb of the Fire De-
partment, Chris Correia, 
DPW, Bob Parker, all the 
way down to every ele-
ment of the municipality, 
they are here for our vet-
erans. They are always 
here for Operation Stand 
Down, and thereby, by 
extension, you are serv-
ing the entire veteran 
community in the entire 
state. So thank you very 
much to all of you here 
in the town of Johnston.”

Next at the lectern, 
Jane Deptula, former 
commandant and New 
England Division Chap-
lain of the Department of 
RI Marine Corps League, 
discussed the history 
of the now century-old 
Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier. 

The Marine Corps vet-
eran reminded the crowd 
that the Tomb “turned 
100 years old this month, 
November, 2021.”

“For the first time in 
nearly 100 years, as part 
of Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier Centennial Com-
memoration, the public 
will be able to walk on 
the unknown tomb plaza, 
and lay flowers in front 
of the Unknown Soldier, 
on 9 and 10 November,” 
Deptula said. “That was 
yesterday and today. This 
is a rare opportunity for 
the public to walk next 
to the tomb, a privilege 
otherwise given only to 
the sentinels of the Third 
U.S. Infantry Regiment, 
the Old Guard.”

Free speech, a 
freedom worth 

exercising
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THANK THEM: A small bus from the Morgan Health Center in Johnston transported a handful of veterans to Wednesday morning’s ceremony. 
(Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

■ Ceremony
(Continued from page 1)

VISIT THE UNKNOWN: Jane Deptula, former commandant and New England Division Chaplain of the Department of RI Marine Corps League, 
discussed the history of the now century-old Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

it from the bottom of 
my heart,” said Johnston 
Mayor Joseph M. Polise-
na. “I look at my father’s 
picture every day in my 
office in his uniform, and 
I just say, ‘Dad, thanks. 
Dad thanks.’”

Polisena’s father, Jo-
seph Anthony Polisena, 
served in the Korean War. 
His name has been en-
graved on a stone slab to 
the left of the stage, with 
other soldiers who fought 
in Korea, defending the 
South from the North.

“I always mention my 
father,” Polisena told 
the crowd. “My father 
was a Korean War vet-
eran — very young when 
he signed up. In fact his 
name’s on the wall over 
there. And as I said, he 
never talked about what 
he did. He was deco-
rated; had many medals 
and was very proud of 
serving his country. And 
I’d ask him questions 
about his experience in 
Korea, and he would tell 
me that although he was 
extremely proud to serve, 
it was a difficult time for 
him and for the soldiers 
that served along side of 
him.”

Polisena exercised 
some of the rights secured 
for him by America’s vet-
erans — chiefly, his First 
Amendment right.

“And of course, as I say 
every time I speak, and 
talk about my father, he 
would get extremely up-
set when he would hear 
the politically correct say-
ing ‘it was a Korean Con-
flict,’” Polisena recalled. 
“He’d say to me, ‘Hell 
no, it wasn’t a conflict, it 
was a war!’ And I’d say, 
‘alright pop, you’re right, 
you’re right.’”

Polisena spent most of 
his time on stage Wednes-
day thanking the nation’s 
veterans.

“Most importantly, I’d 
like to thank the veterans 
that are here,” Polisena 
said. “Because if the vet-
erans didn’t do what they 
do, I wouldn’t be here 
and I wouldn’t be able to 
speak. Veterans Day is a 
time when we recognize 
those men and women 
who serve. 

When you see a veteran 
that you know, or you see 
a person that you don’t 
know that’s in uniform, 
a man or woman, thank 
them, say ‘thank you very 
much for what you do.’ 
They don’t look for any 
accolades. But they de-
serve the accolades.”
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LegaL Notices
seeking a Special Use Permit -340 
Subsection 5.1 Electric Power Sub-
station- for a Proposed Solar Farm.

Prior to adjournment the board 
shall convene as the Board of 
Appeals and hear the following 
matter:

File 2021–40 Jose Cabral & De-
nise Vieira, Owner; 49 Highland 
Avenue; AP 16 Lot 560; R-15 Zone; 
Appellants petition to the Building 
Officials violation notice- 302.5ripmc 
Rodent Harborage.

NOTE:  If a Case has not been 
called for a hearing by 10:30 
p.m., the Board, at its discretion, 
may continue the Case to a sub-
sequent or a special meeting.  
The Agenda and Minutes are avail-
able for review at ClerkBase on the 
Town’s web page or Monday through 
Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m. at the Building Office, 100 Irons 
Avenue, Johnston.

Per order of the Zoning Board of Review
Thomas Lopardo, Chairman

11/5, 11/12/21

JOHNSTON ZONING BOARD
MEETING AGENDA

Thursday, November 18th, 2021 
at 6:30 PM

Johnston Senior Center
1291 Hartford Avenue

Notice is hereby given that the 
Zoning Board of Review will hold 
its monthly meeting on November 
18, 2021 at 6:30 pm, at Johnston 
Senior Center, 1291 Hartford Av-
enue.  All persons interested in the 
following proposals are requested 
to be present at this time.  The as-
sembly facilities are accessible to 
the handicapped.  Persons requiring 
special accommodations shall call 
the Zoning Office at least 48 hours 
in advance of the meeting (401) 
231-4000 ext 4117.  Persons utiliz-
ing TDD equipment may contact the 
Town through “Relay Rhode Island” 
at 1-800-745-6675.  The agenda for 
the evening will be as follows, sub-
ject to change:

New Business
File 2021-39 – Petition of Rev-
ity Energy, Applicant for 1252-
1260 Central Pike, AP 43 Lot 95 & 
70, zoned R-40.  The petitioner is 

STAY CONNECTED
with all your local news...

johnstonsunrise.net

St. Robert Bellarmine 
Holiday Bazaar

A fundraising Holiday 
Bazaar featuring food, a 
straw game, raffles, a si-
lent auction, and many 
vendor tables will be held 
at St. Robert Bellarmine 
Church Hall, 1804 At-
wood Ave., Johnston, on 
Saturday, Nov. 13 from 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and from 
6 to 7:30 p.m.

Proceeds benefit St. 
Robert’s Food Shelf, 
which provides food to 
all neighbors in need, re-
gardless of religious affili-
ation. Join us for fun and 
fellowship while helping 
our neighbors. For gen-
eral information, contact 
Sandy at 946-3262 or Terry 
at 331-7075.

Tour the Johnston  
Historical Society

Just a reminder that 
Tuesdays from 6 to 8 p.m. 
are open hours at the 
Johnston Historical So-
ciety. Tour the museum! 
Tour the Elijah Angell 
House! Ask all the ques-
tions you ever wanted to 
ask about Johnston his-
tory! All are welcome.

Contact the Johnston 
Historical Society at 943-
6961 or at johnstonhistori-
cal1825@gmail.com. To 
learn more, visit johnston-
historical.org or facebook.
com/johnstonhistorical.

Youth basketball  
opens for registration
 
Youth basketball reg-

istrations are now being 
accepted at the Recreation 
Department in Johnston. 
Please visit johnstonrec.
com for more informa-
tion, and to download/
print the forms. Forms 
and payments can be 
dropped off at the recre-
ation office at Johnston 
Memorial Park, Monday 
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Checks and 
money orders preferred. 
They do not accept credit 
card payments. Please re-
member if a player is in-
terested in playing travel 
basketball, they must be 
registered with the rec 
program.

Bingo is back

Bingo games have re-
turned to the Johnston Se-
nior Center.

At 2 p.m. on Thursdays 
and Fridays, Johnston Se-
nior Center members can 
try their luck on the Bingo 
cards again.

During the pandemic, 
the games had ceased, 
and were badly missed. 
Last week, a successful 
Dress-Down fundraiser 
resulted in free Del’s Lem-
onade for participants.

Johnston Senior  
Center updates

Things are once again in 
full swing at the Johnston 
Senior Center. The follow-
ing is list of classes and 
activities held daily.

On Mondays, Walk 
away the Pounds, Aero-
bics & Boot Camp, Arts & 
Crafts and Hi Lo Jack.

It is Walk away the 
Pounds and Bocce on 
Tuesdays, and on Wednes-
days it will be Bocce, 
Quilting, Zumba and Fit 
and Strong as well as Hi 
Lo Jack and Poker.

On Thursdays it is Walk 
away the Pounds, Bocce, 
Marg Jong, Yoga and 
Bingo, and on Fridays it is 
Line Dancing, Zumba and 
Bingo.

Co-ed volleyball

The Johnston Parks and 
Recreation Department is 
currently accepting reg-
istrations for the co-ed 
middle school volleyball 
program. It is open to 
Johnston residents cur-
rently in the sixth, seventh 
and eighth grade. The 
program will be held at 
the Johnston High School 
gymnasium. Participants 
will meet three times per 
week for four weeks. For 
more information, pricing 
and times/dates, please 
visit johnstonrec.com.

Saturday Drop-In  
Crafts at Mohr Library

This week, the Mar-
ian J. Mohr Memorial Li-
brary will resume Satur-
day hours from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Do some crafts in 
the library or take some 
home. The library is lo-
cated at 1 Memorial Ave. 
in Johnston.

 
Mindfulness Meditation

Mindfulness Medita-
tion will be held at the 
Warwick Center for the 
Arts, 3259 Post Road in 
Warwick, on the first and 
third Mondays of each 
month. It is free and open 
to the public.

 Their mindfulness 
meditation is led by Pau-
lette Miller. The sessions 
offer a westernized, secu-
lar version of Vipassana, 
also known as insight, 

open-hearted, and ana-
lytic meditation. Sessions 
often include guided 
breathing meditation, 
movement meditation, 
loving-kindness medita-
tion, and music medita-
tion. The meditation ex-
ercises are guided and no 
experience is necessary.

For further information, 
visit warwickcfa.org or 
call (401) 737-0010.

For the Kids  
at Thirsty Beaver

The For the Kids toy 
drive, which supports the 
U.S. Marine Corps Toys 
for Tots campaign and 
the Rhode Island Dream 
Center, is returning at the 
Thirsty Beaver in Crans-
ton this year. 

There are three ways to 
donate – an in-person col-
lection event scheduled 
for Nov. 30, an Amazon 
wishlist, and a monetary 
donation component.

The in-person event 
will be held from 5:30 to 
10:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Nov. 30, at the Thirsty 
Beaver, located at 288 At-
wood Ave. in Cranston. 
Miss Rhode Island USA 
Jonét Nichelle, Miss Teen 
RI Sophia Ledoux, and 
Santa and Mrs. Claus will 
be on hand. 

To learn more, email 
i n f o @ f o r t h e k i d s t o y -
drive@gmail.com or visit 
forthekidstoydrive.com.

7th annual  
Fez-tival of Trees

On Thanksgiving week-
end, the Rhode Island 
Shriners will host their 
seventh annual Fez-tival 
of Trees. The event will 
take place on Saturday, 
Nov. 27, from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m., and on Sunday, Nov. 
28, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at Rhodes on the Pawtux-
et, located at 60 Rhodes 
Place in Cranston.

There is a suggested $2 
donation for adults at the 
door, and children 12 and 
under are admitted at no 
cost. There will be tree 
and wreath displays, free 
children’s activities, table 
raffles, a 50/50 cash raffle, 
penny socials, a holiday 
marketplace featuring 
crafters and artisans, re-
freshments at Mrs. Claus’s 
Café, musical entertain-
ment and more. Tree and 
wreath raffle drawings 
begin at 3 p.m. each day.

The event is the largest 
fundraiser for the Shrines 
each year. To learn more, 
visit rhodesonthepawtux-
et.com.

Finding help and hope 
through NAMI-RI

The mission of the Rhode 
Island chapter of the Na-
tional Alliance on Mental 
Illness (NAMI-RI) is to of-
fer education, resources and 
support to all whose lives 
are touched by mental ill-
ness; to advocate at every 
level to ensure the rights 
and dignity of those with 
mental illness; and to pro-
mote research in the science 
and treatment of mental ill-
ness.

Currently, NAMI-RI is of-
fering free and virtual pro-
grams for schools, families 
and community members.

For more information 
on NAMI- RI and its pro-
grams and services, or to 
become a volunteer, visit 
namirhodeisland.org, call 
(401) 331-3060 or email 
info@namirhodeisland.org.

Pet food drive

Defenders of Animals 
will be hosting a pet food 
drive throughout the 
month of November. Please 
bring all donations to the 
Warwick Animal Hospital, 
located at 1950 Elmwood 
Ave. in Warwick. Drop off is 
Monday-Friday and ask for 
Tonya.

 
Spirit of Giving Drive

The Regina Coeli Soci-
ety of St. Mary’s Church 
in Cranston is sponsoring 
the 2021 Parish Outreach 
Campaign, which will ben-
efit the Children’s Friend 
Spirit of Giving Drive. Any 
new, unwrapped toy can be 
dropped in the collection 
boxes at the entrance of the 
church. Gift tags are also 
available on the Christmas 
tree in the vestibule. All gifts 
should be unwrapped. The 
drive continues through 
Nov. 14.

The next meeting of the 
Regina Coeli will be held 
on Wednesday, Nov. 17, at 
7 p.m. at the St. Mary Civita 
Hall, 15 Phenix Ave., Crans-
ton. All members are asked 
to bring canned goods for 
donation to the food pantry.

Ocean State Artisans  
Holiday Craft Show

Ocean State Artisans will 
host its 30th annual Holiday 
Craft Show from Friday, 
Nov. 26, to Sunday, Nov. 28, 
at its new location at 1276 
Bald Hill Road in Warwick. 
The event runs from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday, and 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on Sunday. Admission 
costs $3, with $1 off with a 

canned food donation. To 
learn more, visit oceanstat-
eartisans.com.

Little Free Pantry to  
offer Christmas help

The Little Free Pantry is 
now accepting applications 
to apply for Christmas 
help. The goal is to provide 
one to three items per child, 
with the value of your gifts 
ranging from $5 to $40. The 
organization does its best to 
help as many as it can, but 
does not guarantee help. 
Those who self-identify 
that they need assistance, 
living in Coventry, Crans-
ton, Scituate, Warwick and 
West Warwick, are wel-
come to apply.

Please include your name 
and a picture/copy of a re-
cent utility bill in your name 
(your photo ID will be re-
quired at pick up). Please 
block out account numbers 
– the organization only 
needs to verify the address 
and name. 

For each child up to age 
17, include the child’s first 
name, age, gender and a 
wishlist or a list of likes (of 
mixed value, maximum $40 
per item).

For additional informa-
tion, visit the “Little Free 
Pantry, Warwick, RI” Face-
book page.

 
Celebrating RI artists

Warwick Center for the 
Arts is hosting its 35th An-
nual RI Open through Nov. 
20.

The RI Open is WCFA’s 
annual exhibit of original 
artwork created by artists 
who live or work in Rhode 

Island. Each year, the orga-
nization looks forward to 
this opportunity to celebrate 
the creativity and artistic vi-
sion of Rhode Islanders. All 
media will be presented, 
such as drawing, painting, 
mixed media, sculpture, 
photography, digital arts 
and textile arts.

The exhibit is free and 
open to the public. For more 
information, visit warwick-
cfa.org.

 
Did you  
know?

Mark your calendar for 
Dec. 21, 45 minutes after 
sunset. The Star of Bethle-
hem will shine for the first 
time since 1226 (weather 
permitting). During this 
Christmas season, we will 
be able to enjoy an astro-
nomical event that has not 
happened in 800 years: the 
alignment of the planets 
Jupiter and Saturn, better 
known as the Star of Beth-
lehem, which according 
to Christian tradition was 
followed to reach the birth-
place of Jesus Christ. This 
is a rare phenomenon, with 
a special meaning in this 
Christmas season. (Source: 
Astronomy Fun Facts)

SunriseScoops@aol.com. 
Photos in jpg format are ac-
cepted and news can include 
community events, promo-
tions, academic news and 
nonprofit events as well as 
virtual events. Email today 
and see your news in our 
column in the Johnston Sun 
Rise. Please include a day-
time telephone number in 
case we require any further 
information.

Sun Rise Scoops
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Senior Center holds spooky  
Halloween sing along party

On Friday, Oct. 29 members of the Johnston Senior Center began their day with music and entertain-
ment by Joyce Martin. You could hear the members singing along with Joyce through the entire build-
ing, as she strummed on her guitar and sang some old time tunes. The seniors enjoyed themselves 
as they snacked on cookies and milk, which were passed out by the dining room volunteers. Some 
were dressed in costumes celebrating the day. Others came to visit with friends and enjoy spending 
time together in a fun and festive atmosphere. Bright yellow flowers were given to those who wore a 
costume. A lunch of Clam chowder, baked fish, red bliss mashed potatoes and zucchini was served. 

NEXT ON STAGE: Bob Balmforth, Joe Fanning and Shirley Martin share the micro-
phone.

SINGING ALONG: Emily Laport, Bob Balmforth and Doreen Balmforth enjoy the Johnston Senior Center sing 
along. (Submitted photos)

Got something to sell???
Advertise in the Classifieds

Call 732-3100 today!
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SUPER HEROES: Barnes School kindergarten students read books like “Hero 
Dad” and “Veterans: Heroes in our Neighborhood” leading up to Veterans Day.

THANK YOU ART: Barnes School student first drew pictures for veterans, and then 
attached the drawings to the bags full of goodies.
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Johnston 
Sun Rise

By RORY SCHULER

You’re never too young to learn gratitude.
The kindergarten classes at Johnston’s Sarah Dyer Barnes School packed bags of 

goodies and toiletries for veterans this week.
“Each student designed and drew a picture for a veteran,” said teacher Jen Pavao. 

“Then they packed them with snacks and other things for the veterans at OSDRI.”
The classes ultimately packed more than 40 bags, which were then delivered to 

Operation Stand Down Rhode Island (OSDRI).
“Between both classes we were able to make 46 bags,” said teacher Olivia Soares.
Several students packed bags for neighbors or family members who served, and 

took the bags home with them to deliver in honor of Veterans Day.
“I think they need to know why we have Thursday off,” Pavao said on Tuesday 

morning, as the children crafted their drawings and packed the small white paper 
bags. “This helps them learn that there were older men and women who fought in 
wars and that’s why we have the privileges we have as Americans.”

In preparation for Veterans Day, the children read illustrated picture books like 
“Hero Dad” and “Veterans: Heroes in our Neighborhood.”

“By doing this, they also learn about doing something good for someone else,” 
Pavao explained. “This is about bringing kindness to someone who needs it.”

Little Samuel Howland said he was packing bags for his Uncle Zach and Grandpa 
Jim. 

Student Mackenzie Roy sat smiling in Soares classroom drawing with crayons. She 
pointed to her picture.

“The only one who protects us from the bad guys is this guy here with the hat,” 
she said.

The students brought in the snacks and toiletries, donated by their families. 
“We asked them, and a lot of the children have veterans or members of the military 

in their family,” Soares said. “We talked about how they fight for our country and to 
keep them safe.”

Turn to Page 15 for more photos.

Kids learn lessons of 
gratitude while packing 

bags for veterans

IN THE BAG: Kindergarten classes at Johnston’s Sarah Dyer Barnes School packed 
bags of goodies and toiletries for veterans this week. (Sun Rise photos by Rory 
Schuler)
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

spotlight BUSINESSon

Your Target Audience is reading...

Make sure they’ll be reading about YOU!
For information about advertising
on this page, call 732-3100 today.

We Deliver!

Atwood 
Florist, Inc.

1041 Atwood Ave., Johnston • 274-7300
(Between St. Rocco’s & Simmonsville Ave.) ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

John D. Dick – Proprietor   www.atwoodfl orist.com

Brighten Someone’s Day

with Flowers

★Lowest $ In Town★
New

State-of-the-Art
Equipment —

Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 69¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available

Embroidered Apparel • Screenprinted Apparel • Uniforms
Drinkware • Magnets • Calendars • Pens • Banners 
Padfolios • Holiday Cards • Key Rings • Tote Bags

Coolers • Watches • Flash Drives • and much MORE!
Contact Bob Giberti

for all your promotional product needs:
401-732-3100 • BobG@rhodybeat.com

CREATIVE PRODUCTS • INNOVATIVE IDEAS • PERSONALIZED SERVICE

YOUR
DESIGN

HERE

1500 atwood ave, johnston, ri 02919

401-355-pure
www.purewhiteri.com

Donna Zarrella
Advertising Manager at Beacon Communications

By JENNIFER COATES

If there is anything that Donna 
Zarrella knows, it is that relationships 
are important, and that people matter.  
Donna Zarrella is the Advertising 
Manager at Beacon Communications, 
a longstanding publishing company 
in Rhode Island.  Over the course of 
her illustrious career, Zarrella has 
built enduring relationships with her 
colleagues, clients, and co-workers ~ 
and it is the time and effort she has 
put into these relationships that have 
earned her the irrefutable reputation 
she enjoys now in this ever-changing 
business.   The people in her life ~ 
both those within her professional 
circle and her close friends and family 
~ are what have kept Donna going 
through times of personal trial…. and 
times of great success.  

Zarrella, who was promoted to 
Advertising Manager at Beacon 
Communications in April of 2019, 
has been in the marketing and sales 
world for most of her professional 
life.  Though she held many jobs in 
her younger years and while she 
raised her two children (David, 
now 35 and Danielle, aged 32), her 
real career began as the Marketing 
Director of the Lincoln Mall, followed 
by a tenure as the Marketing Director 
of Garden City Center.  When she hit 
a crossroad in her career in 2004, she 
serendipitously met Richard Fleischer, 
Beacon Communications’ General 
Manager (OMIT & Publisher). It didn’t 
take long for Fleischer to recognize 
Zarrella’s many talents and what her 
years of experience could bring to this 
Rhode Island mainstay.

From 2004 until today, Zarrella 
remains a true beacon of light at this 
publishing company.  Having worked 

in management, marketing, and 
media sales for as long as she has, there 
was little wisdom and knowledge she 
couldn’t contribute.  Over those years 
of accumulated experience, Zarrella 
learned what made people on both 
sides of the “sales” job successful, 
and she has emulated those qualities 
in her own professional associations.  
Dependability, integrity, sincerity, 
decisiveness, approachability, 
directness, passion for your product 
and good old-fashioned friendliness 
are all attributes Zarrella embodies.

Since taking over the managerial 
helm in April of 2019, Zarrella has 
been committed to building the team 
at Beacon Communications whose 
reach includes the Cranston Herald, 
the Warwick Beacon, the Johnston 
SunRise and The Reminder, among 
many other publications.  When 
Beacon Communications purchased 
the Coventry-based Reminder in 
2018, Zarrella was promoted to the 
Manager of Operations there. The 
Reminder is a weekly publication that 
has been serving its community for 
over 65 years.  Today, in the role of 
Advertising Manager, she continues to 
focus on building the ever-important 
relationships within the two teams 
at Beacon Communications, but also 
on those in the business communities 
which are so important to the survival 
of news publications everywhere.

Donna would like to extend her 
gratitude to all the readers and 
businesses who are invested in these 
papers.  She reminds them that “We 
are all in this together, trying to do 
the best we can.”

Donna Zarrella can be reached at 
Donnaz@rhodybeat.com or at 401-
732-3100.

Meet Donna Zarrella, the Advertising Manager at Beacon Communications, who has 
been helping businesses throughout Rhode Island’s diverse towns and cities for over 
16 years.  She is available to answer your advertising questions at 401-732-3100.
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ANSWER TO THIS 
WEEK’S PUZZLE:

YOUR AD
COULD BE

HERE
For more info, call

732-3100BAGS OF KINDNESS: The teachers dropped off 46 bags with Operation Stand 
Down Rhode Island in Johnston. The agency will distribute the bags to local veterans. 
.(Submitted photo)

LEARNING GRATITUDE: Kindergarten students at the Barnes School drew photos 
for veterans (above) and then attached them to bags packed full of goodies. (Sun 
Rise photos by Rory Schuler)
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Jeffrey H. Massey
Certified Financial Planner™

Massey and Associates, Inc.

I am certain each of us has a family 
recipe that has been passed around; 
perhaps for generations.  My favor-
ite is my mom’s bread stuffing.  I am 
salivating as I write this! I can’t wait 
for Thanksgiving to make it again!  If 
you’d like to get my mom’s recipe, 
simply email me at info@masseyan-
dassociates.com and put STUFFING 
in the subject line, and I would be 
honored to share it with you.

As you know, a recipe is like a road-
map in that it tells us exactly what we 
need to do to get what we want or 
where we want to go.  Of course, if 
you don’t follow the recipe and per-
haps leave out one of the items; you 
know what happens.  You taste it and 
perhaps say or think, gee, this doesn’t 
taste the same as when mom made it?  
Can you relate?

When it comes to retirement, there 
is no one way to structure or plan 

for your retirement.  The recipe that 
is great for you may not work at all 
for another family member, your best 
friend, or your neighbors.  The goal 
with retirement planning is to work 
the “recipe” for your specific situation 
to achieve the retirement lifestyle that 
is a good fit for you and of course, 
your spouse if you are married.

So, what are the main ingredients 
that really must be in every retirement 
plan?  Yes, I first said that everyone’s 
recipe is likely to be different, how-
ever, there are certain elements of ev-
ery retirement plan that must contain 
three specific elements: safety, liquid-
ity and growth for the future.  Within 
those three elements is where the plan 
can be dramatically different for each 
person or couple.

Everyone has a different perspec-
tive when it comes to taking risks or 
preferring safety.  By properly imple-
menting a plan that contains all three 
elements, you are stacking the deck in 
your favor for a successful retirement.  
The major difference from one per-
son’s plan to anothers is the amount of 
money that you put into each of these 
three elements.  The challenge with 
asset placement within these three el-
ements is that you cannot achieve all 
three with a single asset placement.  
However, you can typically get two 
out of three.

Let’s start with this comment: ev-
ery choice you make as to where you 
should place your assets will have 
both pros and cons.  It’s up to you to 
weigh each choice with the pros and 
cons and decide which is most com-
fortable for you.

In the safety category your choic-
es are bank or credit union money, 
backed up by the FDIC or NCUA, in-
surance products that are backed by 
the financial strength and claims pay-
ing ability of the insurance company.  
Another option is US government 
securities like T-bills and bonds that 
are backed by the full faith and credit 
of the United States.  A ten-year US 
government bond is currently paying 
only 1.6% (yahoo finance, n.d.), as of 
the time of this writing.  In this cat-
egory, you will get safety and a cer-
tain amount of liquidity, but you will 
not get much growth.  Therefore, al-
though the safety category is critical 
to a retire-ready recipe, you will not 

have much in the way of growth at the 
current rates of interest, which are his-
torically very low.

Lastly, there are insurance-based 
products that do offer the ability to 
earn much higher rates of return than 
the bank, credit union or the govern-
ment securities.  Some of these options 
are very liquid as well.  There are im-
portant details to consider when this 
type of option is recommended to 
you.

Moving on to category number three 
- growth.  This is a very important ele-
ment to have in your plan.  These are 
your investments in the stock market.  
I will concede that you can also invest 
in bonds, however, the challenge with 
bonds is that there face value will go 
down as interest rates rise.  As the 
Fed is likely to soon start its taper-
ing plan to reduce the $120 billion per 
month that they have been pumping 
into the economy to keep rates low to 
stimulate the economy, this will likely 
lead to the Feds raising interest rates 
in 2022.  The Fed will raise rates to 
keep inflation in check.  So, it won’t 
be much of a surprise to see interest 
rates going up which will drive down 
the face value of bonds.  We prefer to 
use bond alternatives for money that 
historically would be recommended 
to be in bonds. 

In the growth category, you will also 
have liquidity as you can sell your 
investments to get money out of the 
market, however, you will not have 
safety in this category.

So, there you have it!  A retire-ready 
recipe that includes three main ingre-
dients: safety, liquidity and growth.  
This is how we customize a retire-
ready plan.

I wish you and all your friends and 
family a wonderful Thanksgiving!

This content is provided for informa-
tional purposes only and is not intended 
to serve as the basis for financial decisions.  
We are an independent financial services 
firm helping individuals create retirement 
strategies using a variety of investment 
and insurance products to custom suit 
their needs and objectives.  Investing in-
volves risk, including the potential loss 
of principal.  No investment strategy can 
guarantee a profit or protect against loss 
in periods of declining values.  Any refer-
ences to lifetime income generally refer to 
fixed insurance products, never securities 
or investment products.  Insurance and 
annuity product guarantees are backed by 
the financial strength and claims paying 
ability of the issuing insurance company.  
Investment advisory services offered only 
by duly registered individuals through 
AE Wealth Management, LLC (AEWM).  
AEWM and Massey and Associates, Inc. 
are not affiliated companies 1085413 – 
10/21

Do you have all the right stuff(ing) 
in your retirement recipe?

Retirement Recipe
Safety
Liquidity
Growth for the future
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The best way to guarantee  
a great night of sleep?  

Smart financial planning.

Build a strategy for retirement,  

insurance, and wealth management  

success with NCU Financial.

With over 50 years of financial advising 

experience, we can say with certainty that  

we are stronger together. Connect with  

an advisor today at navigantcu.org/ncuf  

or by calling 401.233.4337.

Proudly located at Navigant Credit Union.

Representatives are registered, securities sold, advisory services offered through 
CUNA Brokerage Services, Inc. (CBSI), member FINRA/SIPC , a registered broker/
dealer and investment advisor, which is not an affiliate of the credit union. 
CBSI is under contract with the financial institution to make securities available 
to members. Not NCUA/NCUSIF/FDIC insured, May Lose Value, No Financial 
Institution Guarantee. Not a deposit of any financial institution. FR-3400805.1-

0121-0223

Located at: Greenwood Credit Union

2669 Post Road, Warwick, RI 02886

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered 
through Royal Alliance Associates Inc. (RAA), Member 
FINRA/SIPC.RAA is separately owned and other entities 
and/or marketing names, products or services reference 
here are independent of RAA. *(Additional insurance 
services Universal Wealth Management, LLC. and GCU 
Wealth Advisors)* at your option. 
Securities products are: Not NCUA Insured, No Credit 
Union Guarantee, May Lose Value.

For Each 
Stage of Life, 
The Right Plan 
Makes All The 
Difference!

GET TO KNOW GCU WEALTH ADVISORS 

Our detailed and passionate approach to each client’s individual goals can help you build 
the financial roadmap to where you want to be! 

Get started TODAY with a no-cost, no-obligation appointment with Financial Advisor 
Steve Volpe by calling (401) 562-2743 or email advisors@greenwoodcu.org

METRO

C
ost of living is a signifi-
cant component of finan-
cial planning. The cost of 
living may dictate where 
people live and work, and 

a high cost of living can influence how 
individuals spend their free time. 

Data from Statistics Canada indicates 
that consumer prices rose 4.1 percent 
and 5.3 percent in August 2021 in Can-
ada and the United States, respectively. 
As Canadians headed to the polls in 
late September, a survey from Abacus 
Data found that 38 percent felt reduc-
ing their cost of living was a key fac-
tor affecting their vote. Similarly, a 2020 
survey from TD Ameritrade found that 
47 percent of Americans feel that cost 
of living is the biggest threat to their 
financial security and long-term invest-
ments. It’s worth noting that the survey 
was conducted prior to the pandemic. 
Since the onset of the pandemic, cost of 
living has increased considerably.

Though the fight against a rising cost 
of living can feel like an uphill battle, 
individuals can take steps to prepare 
for such increases.

• Apply lessons learned during the 
pandemic. A recent Pew Research Cen-
ter analysis of U.S. government and 
Eurostat data found that roughly 9.6 
million workers in the United States 
lost their jobs in the first three quar-
ters of 2020. That period coincides with 
the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
When forced to confront sudden and 
unexpected job losses, millions of indi-
viduals learned how to get by on less 
income. Cost-saving measures adopted 
during the pandemic can be continued 
or reimplemented, helping individu-
als to combat higher energy costs and 
other rising expenses.

• Look for a new job or fresh income 
streams. A rising cost of living is a con-
cern for people from all walks of life, 
but it may be especially concerning for 
retirees or individuals with costs like 
childcare that can be hard to pare back. 
In such instances, individuals can look 
for new a job or fresh income streams. 
According to the Q3 2021 CNBC | Mo-
mentive Small Business Survey, 50 per-
cent of small business owners say it’s 
gotten harder to find qualified people 
to hire compared to a year ago. And 
nearly one-third of survey respondents 
indicate they have open roles they have 
not been able to fill for at least three 
months. Individuals can explore local 
employment opportunities in an effort 
to find a new, more lucrative job that 
can help them combat a rising cost of 
living. Others who want to remain in 
their jobs can look for part-time work 
to supplement their existing income.

• Consider relocating. The pandem-
ic forced many companies to transition 
from in office working to remote work-
ing overnight. That trial by fire could 
have lasting results. A 2020 survey of 
317 Chief Financial Officers and lead-
ers in the finance industry found that 
74 percent will move at least 5 percent 
of their previously on-site workforce to 
permanently remote positions after the 
pandemic ends. The survey, conducted 
by Gartner, Inc., also found that nearly 
one-quarter of respondents will move 
at least 20 percent of their on-site work-
ers to permanently remote positions. 
That could make it possible for millions 
of working professionals to relocate to 
regions with a lower cost of living than 
their current towns or cities.

The cost of living might be on the 
rise. But individuals can combat that 
increase in various ways.  MM21C515

How to account for a
rising cost of living

Call today to reserve your advertising space
in our monthly section:

RhodyMoney
Running in the Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald, Johnston Sun Rise 

& The Reminder for one low price

732-3100
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Pink Out!
Scribbles Academy, at 678 Killingly St., in Johnston held 
a “Pink Out” day recently. The daycare encouraged stu-
dents and staff to wear pink to help raise breast cancer 
awareness. Each Scribbles Academy class was awash 
in pink. (Photos courtesy Michelle Della Morte)

Lena Lourenco

Ryleigh Charron Noah Bruzzese

COLORFUL CREW: From left to right, Kanaan Reed, 
Mariah Schiavulli, Angelina Santos, Skylar Charron 
and Franklin Collins wore pink to daycare to help raise 
breast cancer awareness. 
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The release of RICAS standardized test scores 
across Rhode Island have demonstrated in a most 
shocking way that our worst fears regarding CO-

VID’s effect on education have proven true.
With few exceptions, districts across the state saw sig-

nificant decreases in proficiency in both math and Eng-
lish language arts (ELA), with only 33 percent of students 
statewide meeting or exceeding expectations in ELA and 
20 percent meeting or exceeding expectations in math. 
Warwick, Cranston, and Johnston each score lower than 
the state average overall, sometimes by as much as 9 per-
centage points.

Perhaps the more striking numbers relate to growth, 
which show that about half of students are in the “low” 
percentile of growth for ELA and more than 60 percent of 
students ranked in the bottom of growth for math. This 
shows that not only are scores abysmal now, they aren’t 
showing signs of improvement year over year.

Of course, the glaring anomaly contributing to these 
most recent scores cannot be ignored. The pandemic has 
not only disrupted the traditional means of education 
for our young people across the state, it has completely 
decimated the possibility of having a normal school ex-
perience for the entirety of the 2019/2020 and 2020/2021 
school years.

The recent testing proves what education experts have 
been saying since schools shut down in the spring of 
2020 — that there is no substitute for consistent, in-person 
learning. Remote learning, while it may have its benefits 
in certain situations, cannot be expected to produce the 
kind of educational outcomes that we must expect from 
our districts, nor should teachers be asked to deliver those 
results when forced to compartmentalize lesson plans into 
a purely digital curriculum. It simply isn’t fair or realistic.

Young students are suffering from an inability to prop-
erly learn critical, fundamental skills such as reading and 
language comprehension due to their teachers and peers 
being masked, unable to do things like see lips move and 
learn proper phonetics. Teachers have been unable to uti-
lize model-based learning to reinforce basic mathematic 
principles because these implements cannot be properly 
sanitized and used throughout a classroom.

The physical challenges of the pandemic are not the 
only contributor to these outcomes. Students have been 
caught in the midst of a terrifying period of existence for 
the past 20 months, which has had profound psychologi-
cal and emotional impacts that are likely to leave hidden 
scars for years to come. It hardly seems surprising that we 
would see the results of all of these factors in our most re-
cent test scores.

But we must not take these alarming numbers as a sign 
that all hope is lost. It must be used as inspiration for im-
provement and the impetus to invest in our schools. We 
must hire more math and ELA interventionists to assist 
students who are struggling, and focus on supporting pro-
grams, teachers and administrators who prioritize student 
achievement.

This moment also emphasizes the importance of resist-
ing anti-scientific fear mongering regarding vaccines. Get-
ting your child vaccinated is one of the surest ways to get 
back on track towards a normal, mask-free education.

There is certainly a long road ahead to improve our edu-
cational outcomes, but we must not dwell in despair if we 
are to meet those challenges head-on.

Test scores confirm 
challenges ahead

WHERE TO WRITE: 1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, RI 02889  
RoryS@RhodyBeat.com

By MAJ. GEN. CHRIS CALLAHAN

Since COVID-19 took hold in the 
United States in March 2020, the 
term “unprecedented” has been 
used countless times to describe 
never-before-seen events and chal-
lenges. To add to the applications of 
the term, we apply a number: 595. 
This is the number of continuous 
days your Rhode Island National 
Guard (RING) was activated to sup-
port the State’s pandemic response.

The COVID-19 pandemic re-
sponse has been the largest, most 
sustained, and complex domestic 
activation in the 383-year history of 
the Rhode Island National Guard. 
The response involved the activa-
tion and dedicated service of over 
1,000 individual Service Members 
from our Army and Air National 
Guard.

I could not be more proud of 
our Service Members who worked 
tirelessly in every area of Rhode 
Island’s response which included 
the teamwork and dedicated sup-
port of the entire state.  We thank 
the incredibly skilled and dedicated 
healthcare professionals who, from 
day one, have been on the front lines 
of the fight against COVID-19. Their 
selfless service has been nothing 
short of heroic.  It’s been an honor 
serving our communities and work-

ing in support of the RI Department 
of Health, Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Education, 
and all of our state agency partners.

The RING’s 595 continuous days 
of activation required the support 
of another group we want to thank: 
our employers. The pandemic re-
sponse was 595 days our activated 
Service Members had to step away 
from their places of employment. 
Each one of those missed days re-
quired our employers to cover shifts 
and colleagues to take on added 
workloads in their absence. That is 
no small feat particularly given the 
direct impact the pandemic had on 
the business and education sectors. 
We estimate our employers cumula-
tively lost approximately 1.72 mil-
lion work hours or almost 215,000 
work days during the activation of 
hundreds of members of the Rhode 
Island National Guard. That is a tre-
mendous amount of support from 
the employers and industries across 
Rhode Island.

Most of our Service Members 
serve part-time in the Rhode Island 
National Guard and are employed 
primarily throughout Rhode Island 
and the other New England states. 
They are educators and doctors, 
EMTs and mechanics. They are fi-
nancial analysts, retail managers, 
customer service representatives, 

and electrical engineers. Members 
of the RING come from every com-
munity; their careers and profes-
sions are as diverse as Rhode Island 
itself.

Only through the sacrifice of our 
employers has the Rhode Island Na-
tional Guard been able to assist the 
State response to COVID-19. This is 
an unprecedented demonstration of 
support to your employees and our 
Service Members during a domestic 
activation. On behalf of the Rhode 
Island National Guard, thank you. 
We could not have done it without 
you.

Maj. Gen. Chris Callahan is the 
Commander of the Rhode Island Na-
tional Guard, a member of Governor 
Dan McKee’s Cabinet and is the prima-
ry military advisor in the employment 
of the National Guard during peacetime 
and emergency domestic activities. He 
analyzes requirements to ensure high 
levels of personnel, training, and equip-
ment readiness within the RING. He 
mobilizes staff and allocates resources 
to meet federal missions. He provides 
technical expertise in aviation, logis-
tics, budgeting, public affairs, and oper-
ations. MG Callahan is responsible for 
3,100 military personnel, over 90 state 
employees, equipment and property 
totaling over $293M, and a combined 
budget in excess of $123 million.

Guard’s continuous activation  
required support of employers

By REP. JULIE A.  
CASIMIRO

On Saturday, Oct. 30, a 
large crowd gathered at 
Rhode Island T.F. Green 
International Airport in 
the early morning hours. 
We were not there to catch 
flights to locations across 
the country or to pick up 
loved ones from overnight 
travels. Instead, we were all 
there to show our thanks 
and appreciation for a small 
portion of our population 
who have literally made 
our way of life possible – 
our dear veterans.

Honor Flight Zulu 
brought 65 veterans of 
World War II, the Korean 
War and the Vietnam War 

to Washington D.C. to vis-
it the memorials erected in 
their honor and memory. 
For most who make the 
trip, they have never been 
to the monuments in our 
nation’s capital dedicated 
to their sacrifices and brav-
ery and it is an extremely 
moving experience for all 
that are involved.

George Farrell and the 
Rhode Island Fire Chiefs 
Association deserve our 
thanks for organizing the 
Honor Flights and mak-
ing sure that our veterans 
receive the gratitude and 
recognition that they so 
thoroughly deserve.

As Veterans Day ap-
proaches, I hope everyone 
takes the time to honor 

Honor Flights recognize our veterans,  
and you should, too

and value the sacrifices 
our veterans have made 
to establish and protect 
our way of life.

This was my first Honor 
Flight send-off and I know 
that it will not be my last. 
The outpouring of sup-
port, appreciation and 
gratitude I witnessed as 
the veterans were escort-
ed to the flight gate was a 
truly heartwarming expe-
rience. I urge everyone to 
take part in these impor-
tant events that demon-

strate to our veterans how 
much they and their sacri-
fices mean to us all.

Without our veterans, 
the world would look 
very different than it does 
today. To our veterans on 
Honor Flight Zulu and all 
others living in Rhode Is-
land and abroad – thank 
you for your service!

Rep. Julie A. Casimiro, a 
Democrat, represents Dis-
trict 31 in North Kingstown 
and Exeter.
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Sports
Thrilling win

By PETE FONTAINE

Perhaps it was fitting that the Johnston Memorial 
Cancer Events annual donation to Hasbro Children’s 
Hospital was held in front of the fireplace inside pictur-
esque Glocester Country Club in Chepachet.

The reason?
The JMCE, which is made up of a close-knit group 

of friends who enjoy playing golf and raising money 
for the highly-acclaimed Providence-based hospital, 
have been writing an ongoing, heartwarming story that 
Monday morning resulted in another extraordinary do-
nation of $37,500 that will help children who are bat-
tling cancer.

“On behalf of the children and families who rely on 
Hasbro Children’s Hospital, THANK YOU to everyone 
who give so much,” offered Michele Brannigan, Senior 
Gifts Officer/Campaign Manager. “And a special thank 
you to Glocester Country club for their continued gen-
erosity.”

Speaking with sincerity in her voice and her eyes 
filling up with tears of joy, Brannigan went on: “The 
Johnston Memorial Cancer Events team always comes 

FANTASTIC FUNDRAISERS: Among the group of close knit friends who make up the JMCE are: Vin LaFazia, 
Linda LaFazia, Debbie Johnson, Phyllis Gelsomino, Ed Duff, Michele Brannigan, Joe Grasso, Cheryl Jason, Judi 
Graham and David Graham. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

JMCE makes        
heartwarming           
donation to Hasbro

Panthers edge Middletown 22-20 in quarters
By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Johnston football team won 
a 22-20 thriller over visiting Mid-
dletown in the Division III Quar-
terfinals last week at home.

The Panthers led 22-14 late in the 

fourth quarter, but Middletown 
would throw a touchdown pass 
with just three seconds remaining 
in regulation to set up the 2-point 
conversion.

Middletown had success run-
ning the ball throughout the eve-

ning, so the Johnston coaching staff 
made the practical call at the goal 
line.

“Send the house,” said head 
coach Joe Acciardo. “We figured 
they’d go with the big guy, they 

OLG hosts corn       
hole tourney

By PETE FONTAINE

With Rev. Peter J. Gower, the words are always church 
and community.

That was again evident last weekend at Our Lady of 
Grace Church, as the popular priest hosted two impres-
sive events designed to continue connecting proud pa-
rishioners with the Roman Catholic parish in Johnston.

Saturday, following the 4 o‘clock mass, people filled 
Fioretti Hall for an old-fashioned ham and bean sup-
per prepared by parishioners that also featured one of 
OLG’s famous raffles.

Sunday, OLG hosted an event featuring unique and 
highly-popular games that are played at various levels 
and are even televised nationally on ESPN.

“The weather couldn’t have been any better,” said Fa-
ther Gower while welcoming parishioners under Sun-
day’s sparkling sun and 56 degree temperature. “The 
teams rolled in all with different motives; some came to 

KERI’S KORNER: Keri Salinger (center), who helped 
organize OLG’s first corn hole Tournament, is joined by 
Vito Georgio, Mike Pennacchia, Chris Civetti, Robert 
Civettti and Joe Grasso in front of one of 16 boards 
used in the event. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)
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LEADING THE WAY: Johnston’s Joey Acciardo picks up some yards. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)



though for the families at Hasbro 
Children’s Hospital. Despite the 
challenges of the past two years, 
this group has remained stead-
fast in their commitment to our 
patients.”

Brannigan also wanted it 
known: “The JMCE is an incredi-
bly-valued partner to us, and we 
are so grateful to everyone who 
supports their events. Linda, 
Judi and the whole committee 
have created a very special com-
munity of caring supporters.”

Monday’s check presentation 
was Part 2 of the JMCE’s commit-
ment to Hasbro, the first which 
was for $100,000 to renovate two 
kids’ rooms. It was a five-year 
pledge that extraordinary non-
profit was able to complete in 
three years.”

Also, as Linda LaFazia said 

Monday: “The check this morn-
ing was a second check for our 
additional five-year commitment 
for an additional two rooms. 
Again, we are fortunate that with 
the help of our wonderful major 
sponsors, the families’ support 
and all the great people who step 
up and support us, we are ap-
proximately $10,000 away from 
our second goal of $100,000.”

Vin LaFazia, who chairs the 
JMCE’s golf events and serves as 
an organizer for the Ricky Salzil-
lo Memorial Game Dinner, said: 
“We are extremely fortunate to 
have sponsors like David and 
Judi Graham – Graham Builders 
– who have been major sponsors 
for over 13 years. We couldn’t ac-
complish what we did without 
them.”

LaFazia also touted major do-
nors like Brian Cavanaugh of 
Cavanaugh Company, who has 
donated over $10,000 in the last 
two years along with Glocester 

Country Club and its members 
who wave the day’s fees for the 
Co-Ed Memorial Golf Tourna-
ment that’s held in September.

“There are few, if any groups 
like the JMCE,” said Joe Grasso, 
a committee member whose late 
wife Frances is one of six people 
for whom the tournament is 
played in memory of. “It’s ab-
solutely amazing … incredible 
… what this group has accom-
plished through their tireless 
dedication and extraordinary or-
ganization of a Polar Golf Tour-
nament, the grand-daddy golf 
event at Connecticut National 
in Putnam, Ct. that draws up to 
150-plus players and the Co-Ed 
Memorial event.”

The JMCE also hosts its events 
in memory of the late Sal Gel-
somino, Laura DeAngelis, Anna 
Mazzulla, Raymond Johnson 
and John Furia.

Perhaps Judi Graham said it 
best while helping serve coffee 

and assorted pastries Monday at 
GCC prior to the check presenta-
tion.

With her always-special smile 
on her face, she said: “It’s all for 
the kids!”
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Elks set for annual Hoop Shoot
By PETE FONTAINE

How’d you like to have your son and/
or daughter’s name and picture displayed 
in the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame in 
Springfield, Ma?

If so, considering entering your son and 
your daughter into the oldest and most pres-
tigious youth basketball competition that is 
celebrating its 50th anniversary season.

The official name is the Elks National 
Hoop Shoot, a foul-shooting contest that 
begins at the local level sponsored by lodg-
es throughout a state and winds up with 
the national championship that this time 
around will be held April 29-May 1, 2022 
inside the famed Wintrust Arena that’s 
home of the WNBA Champion Chicago 
Sky.

But before any contestant can think about 
a national title, boys and girls ages 8-13 be-
gin competing at the local level, advancing 
to the district finals then onto a berth in the 
regional finals with those winners advanc-
ing to Chicago for the finals.

 “Our hoop shoot has been developing 
gritty kids for nearly a half century,” of-
fered Steve Lagesse, who is again chairing 
the Rhode Island Elks competition. “All our 
lodges are proud to sponsor this free throw 
shooting contest for boys and girls ages 8 to 
13.”

Lagesse, who has served as the RISEA 

competition for a number of years and is a 
Past Exalted Ruler at the famed Tri-City Elks 
on West Shore Road in Warwick, announced 
that Lodge 14’s Hoop Hoot will be held this 
Sunday, Nov. 14, at the Cranston YMCA at 
1225 Park Avenue in Cranston beginning 
with registration at one o’clock.

“There is absolutely no entry fee,” said 
Lagesse. “The contest is single elimina-
tion meaning that only the highest shoot-
ers move on to the next level. There will be 
three age groups for boys and girls and each 
contestant will take 25 shots to determine 
who moves on to the district finals.

Those age brackets are 8 and 9, 10 and 
11 and 12 and 13 that will wind up with six 
local champions who will move on the Dis-
trict Championship on Dec. 19 at Smithfield 
High School. Lagesse also announced that 
the 2021-22 state finals will be held on Jan. 
15 at the Cranston YMCA.

The Regional Hoop Shoot will be held in 
South Portland Maine from March 10-13, 
2022 with winners moving onto the Nation-
al Hoop Shoot finals in Chicago.

If a boy or girl moves to the New England 
Finals in Maine and qualifies for the finals 
in Chicago, travel and lodging expenses are 
provided by the highly-acclaimed Elks Na-
tional Foundation.

“We’re looking forward to this Sunday’s 
Hoop Shoot,” Lagesse said after the East 
Providence Elks Shoot last Saturday at the 

Pawtucket Boys and Girls Club. “Who 
knows, one of our boys and girls might 

wind shooting their way to the National 
Hoop Shoot in Chicago.”

STEVE’S SUPER STAFF: Steve Lagesse (left), long-time State Director for the RI 
Elks Annual Hoop Shoot, is joined by Lodge 2337’s Shoot Director Janice Godfrey, 
State Trustee David Seel, Exalted Ruler Lucy Fontaine and her husband Emile Fon-
taine during last Saturday’s East Providence Elks Shoot. (Warwick Beacon photo 
by Pete Fontaine)

MIGHTY MEMORIAL: Ed Duff, president of Glocester  Country 
Club and Hasbro Children’s Hospital executive Michele Brannigan 
are joined by Debbie Johnson, Phyllis Gelsomino and Joe Grasso, 
whose late spouses are remembered through the JMCE’s annual 
golf events.
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Business Card
DireCtory

This Week’s
Featured Business...

Embroidered Apparel • Screenprinted Apparel 
Uniforms • Drinkware • Magnets • Calendars

Pens • Banners • Padfolios • Holiday Cards
Key Rings • Tote Bags • Coolers • Watches

 Flash Drives • and much MORE!
Contact Bob Giberti

for all your promotional product needs:
401-732-3100 • BobG@rhodybeat.com

Creative ProduCts • innovative ideas • Personalized serviCe

Raymond Pezzullo 
Law Offices

Family  law
landlord/TenanT  law

wills 
debT ColleCTion

401-275-0669
1200 Hartford Avenue • Suite 117

Johnston, RI
CrediT Cards aCCepTed

Lawn Maintenance
Tree/Hedge Trimming 

Mulch/Stone Work
Junk Removal 

...and Much More!

Tree/Hedge Trimming 

Schedule now and receive 
10%OFF  your � rst service!

FREE Estimates Within 24 Hours •  Licensed & Insured
489-9665  •  489-9665

■ OLG
(Continued from page 21)

win it all while others came to support 
friends and just have a good time.”

Make that what everyone concurred 
was “a terrific time” during what Robert 
J. Civetti, a Johnston Town Councilman 
and OLG parishioner said was an excel-
lent event that “was like a gathering of 
family and epitomizes Father Gower’s 
mission to bring the church community 
together for special social times.”

In short, as Civetti assessed: “The Corn 
Hole Tournament was a nice little fund-
raiser for the church and to spend time 
with Father Gower and some of the ter-
rific parishioners that ae members that 
ae members here at Our Lady of Grace 
Church.”

Although OLG’s Festival Field was the 
site of a Corn Hole Tournament last year, 
that event was played to benefit the Alli-
ance for Better Long-Term Care (ABLTC) 
and was co-chaired in part by Jen Burns 
and Kari Salinger who took part in Sun-
day’s first-ever OLG Corn Hole Tourna-
ment.

Salinger, in fact, is no stranger to corn 
hole tournaments, as she and Burns – 
along with other ABLTC volunteers – 
hosted a highly successful event at Po-
casset Bay that benefitted North West 
Links, another non-profit that helps with 
the all-important elder care.

So Sunday, the playing surface was 
OLG’s back parking lot where some 16 
corn hole boards were set up for 16 teams 

of two-players each who enjoyed an af-
ternoon of fun, food, friendly competi-
tion that Father Gower said “was a great 
success and many thanks to everyone 
who came to show their support and 
corn hole skills!”

Perhaps Joe Grasso, who has been an 
OLG parishioner for years, said it best: 
“This was without question vintage Fa-
ther Gower. He again brought many of 
us together for fun and food, Corn Hole 
games and we even had a special spon-
sor.”

Grasso was speaking about the J.J. 
Duffy Funeral Home of Cumberland that 
even provided a special banner that was 
affixed to a chain-like fence that bordered 
the day’s playing surface.

“JJ Duffy was a great sponsor of our 
event,” Father Gower wanted it known. 
“Mike Lombardi and crew supplied food 
and even hooked up many people with 
cups to take their drinks onto the tourna-
ment field.”

Likewise, members of the compet-
ing teams as well dozens of interested 
spectators enjoyed what Father Gower 
described as a “great array of food form 
sausage and pepper sandwiches to baked 
macaroni.”

For OLG, another success story that 
Salinger helped organize and featured 
some seasoned Corn Hole players like 
Mike Pennachia and Vito Georgio who 
defeated Civetti and his son Chris for 
OLG’s coveted Corn Hole crown and 
braggin’ rights until what many people 
Sunday said is sure to be bigger and bet-
ter in 2022.

SUPPORTING SPONSOR: Sunday’s fun-filled Our Lady of Grace Corn Hole tour-
nament even featured a sponsor – J.J. Duffy Funeral Home – and the people above 
who enjoyed the successful event. The group includes: Norm Bessette, Betsy Riley, 
Joe Clarke, PJ Williams, Nick Williams and Rev. Peter Gower.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Girls USA Softball 
League of Rhode Island hon-
ored our local veterans in an 
all-star way with a donation 
of nearly $7,000 in gift cards to 
Operation Stand Down RI on 
Nov. 9 at OSDRI headquarters 
(1010 Hartford Avenue, Johnston, 
RI). 

OSDRI Executive Direc-
tor Erik Wallin accepted the 
donation from USA Soft-
ball of RI Youth State Com-
missioner, David Ethier. 
“OSDRI relies on gift cards 
throughout the year to as-
sist our veterans with grocer-
ies, gas, and clothing. As we 
head into the holiday season, 
this become particularly im-
portant in order to guarantee 
that our low-income veterans 

are able to provide a Thanks-
giving meal and a Christmas 
holiday to their families,” 
said Erik Wallin, Esq., Ex-
ecutive Director of OSDRI. 
  The gift cards will be dis-
tributed during OSDRI’s 
annual Thanksgiving and 
Christmas giving programs. 
Dave Ethier, a decorated Viet-
nam Veteran, started the dona-
tion drive at the beginning of 
the fall Softball season and was 
met by unfettered support from 
the girls in the league. Ethier 
emphasizes that this donation 
drive was not about him but 
instead an opportunity for the 
kids in the league to develop 
an appreciation for those who 
have served their country.       

Ethier served with the 2/12 
Infantry, 25th Infantry Divi-
sion from 1969-1970. He was 

wounded in combat three 
times and as a result has three 
Purple Hearts and a Bronze 
Star with a V for Valor device. 
 The gift cards were collected 
from league teams during the 
Fall Fast Pitch softball season 
which runs from the first Sun-
day in September to until the 
middle of October.  The league 
is made up of teams from RI, 
Mass and CT with players 
ranging in age from 7 to 18.  
  “OSDRI believes that every 
day is Veterans Day and we 
provide year round support 
to Rhode Island veterans to 
ensure they are not forgotten. 
This would not be possible 
without support from people 
like Dave and the girls of the 
USA softball league of Rhode 
Island. We can’t thank them 
enough,” said Wallin.

Local softball players donate gift cards to veterans

HELPING HANDS: Erik Wallin and Dave Ethier. (Submitted photo)
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had success with him all night. That’s what 
we had to do, bring it and slam it down.”

The Panther defense did just that, stop-
ping the rush just short of the end zone to 
claim the win and punch its ticket to the 
semis.

“We made the play when we had to, I’m 
proud of them,” said Coach Acciardo. “It’s 
everything that we talked about that we 
needed to do to win. Play four quarters, 
finish. That has been the key to our suc-
cess, staying on course for four quarters 
and battling through adversity. Take your 
lumps and move forward.”

Johnston receiver and defensive back 
Joey Acciardo had a career performance 
in the Johnston win, hauling in two touch-
down passes and two interceptions.

“I’m very excited. There were mistakes 
that we can fix. We’ll celebrate today but 
we need to get right back to work. We need 
to stay humble and not let our heads get 
big. I’m glad our team hung in there and 
played four quarters,” Joey Acciardo said.

“I’m proud of him, I’m happy for him. 
This is his last time on this field, he talked 
about it. Being on this field since he was a 
peanut, I’m happy for him. He’s a player, 
he’s a gamer. I’m proud of him,” added 
Coach Acciardo. 

The Panthers would jump out to a 6-0 
lead in the first half after quarterback 
Hunter Remington rushed for a 15-yard 
score. Joey Acciardo would also haul in an 
interception to keep Middletown scoreless 
at the break.

Middletown would rush for a score late 
in the third to take the 7-6 lead, but the 
Panthers responded and quickly got an-
other touchdown on a 40-yard strike from 
Remington to Joey Acciardo to make it 14-
7.

The Panthers faced some adversity mid-
way through the fourth. After making a 
stop on defense on third down, the ensuing 
Middletown punt would roll and deflect 
off of a Johnston player’s foot which was 
recovered, giving the Islanders possession 
deep in Panther territory. Middletown took 
advantage and scored to knot the score at 
14-14.

Johnston answered the bell once again, 
marching downfield and getting another 
Joey Acciardo touchdown to take the 22-14 
lead with 4:20 remaining.

“It’s important. Mental toughness, be-
ing able to bounce back after a tough play, 
how you recover is what matters. We did 
a good job of regaining our strength and 
going back downfield to score,” said Joey 
Acciardo.

With the win, the Panthers will take on 
top-seeded Narragansett on the road on 
Friday night. ROLLING OUT: Johnston quarterback Hunter Remington rolls out to pass against Middletown.

■ Panthers
(Continued from page 21)
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CLUES ACROSS
  1.  Taxis
  5.  Mega energy unit (abbr.)
  8.  Single-strand break
 11.  Combinations of countries
 13.  Cutting tool
 14.  Small bay in Gulf of Maine
 15.  Actress Lathan
 16.  Chatter incessantly
 17.  Energy, style and enthusiasm
 18.  Simple shoe
 20.  Woman (French)
 21.  Abnormal rattling sound
 22.  Able to change
 25.  Future butterfl y
 30.  Used in cooking and medicine
 31.  A street for nightmares
 32.  French modernist painter
 33.  Dishonors
 38.  Integrated data processing
 41.  Frameworks
 43.  Apply new materials
 45.  Where merch is displayed
 48.  American fi gure skater Lipinski
 49.  Cycles per second
 50.  Oohed and __

 55.  Dark olive black
 56.  Peyton’s little brother
 57.  Plant in the bean family
 59.  A wife: __ covert
 60.  Born of
 61.  Arranges balls on the pool table
 62.  Title of Italian monk
 63.  Tooth caregiver
 64.  American feminist poet

CLUES DOWN
  1.  Dan Rather’s old network
  2.  Expression of sorrow or pity
  3.  __ fi de (Latin)
  4.  Sign of healing
  5.  Warm-blooded vertebrate
  6.  Model
  7.  Of or relating to plants
  8.  Plant of the heath family
  9.  Where to weigh something
 10.  Internal structure
 12.  __ Paulo, city
 14.  South Slavic person
 19.  A way to record
 23.  Have already done
 24.  As much as one can hold

 25.  Auburn legend Newton
 26.  Comedienne Gasteyer
 27.  Beloved dog Rin Tin __
 28.  Midway between east and 

southeast
 29.  Call it a career
 34.  Former CIA
 35.  American time
 36.  Confederate general
 37.  Soviet Socialist Republic
 39.  Travel downward
 40.  Made red-blue
 41.  Vietnamese revolutionary Le Duc
 42.  Capital of Italy
 44.  Small bunches of fl owers
 45.  Calvary sword
 46.  A distinctive, pleasant odor
 47.  A well-defi ned track or path
 48.  Cereal used to make fl our
 51.  Retrospective analysis (abbr.)
 52.  Grayish white
 53.  Engrave
 54.  Famed men’s basketball program
 58.  Midway between south and 

southeast

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The 2021 Johnston Little League base-
ball season came to an exciting end last 
week as a fall champion was crowned. In 
an epic title game on Saturday, Novem-
ber 6, Hurd Auto Mall came back in the 
last inning to defeat Stronger U Nutrition 
12-11. It capped another successful year 
for the league, as they again navigated 
through the uncertainty of a pandemic 
to give kids a safe environment to learn, 
grow and have fun through America’s 
Pastime.

Needing a win on Nov. 4 to keep their 
season alive against Stronger U Nutri-
tion, Corey Ogden took the mound and 
took over the game. He pitched a com-
plete game shutout, allowing just one hit 
and two walks while striking out seven 
batters. At the plate, Ogden was 4-for-4 
with two runs scored and just a home 
run shy of hitting for the cycle. 

Hurd Auto Mall jumped out to an ear-
ly lead and continued to add runs with 
a balanced offensive approach. Nico 
Capobianco went 3-for-4 with a double 
and a team-high three runs scored while 
Jalen Johnson added two hits, two runs 
and a double. Gio Gauthier also crossed 
the plate twice in a game that saw Hurd 
Auto Mall score at least two runs in ev-
ery inning for an 11-0 victory.

Game 2 between Hurd and Stronger U 
Nutrition was a tightly contested, back-
and-forth battle where both offenses 
traded the lead throughout the contest. 

The combination of Ryder Calabro, No-
lan Pietros, Alex Soto and Fotis Fotopou-
los powered Stronger U Nutrition’s at-
tack, as they began the game with four 
straight hits and each scored runs. 

Hurd would come back to take the 
lead in the top of the third inning on an 
RBI hit from Adrian Young, but Stronger 
U Nutrition’s fearsome top of the order 
quickly took it back in the bottom half. 
The foursome of Calabro, Pietros, Soto 
and Fotopoulos combined to reach base 
10 out of 15 times in the game and scored 
nine of the 11 Stronger U Nutrition runs. 

Down by two and down to its final 
three outs, Hurd Auto Mall stayed com-
posed and rallied. Amani Morales dou-
bled to start the sixth and Gauthier fol-
lowed with a walk. With one out, Henry 
Healy fouled off multiple tough pitches 
and worked a walk to load the bases. 
Ogden drew a two-out walk to cut their 
deficit to one, and Johnson tied the game 
when he was hit by a pitch. Steven Palar-
dy showed patience at the plate, laying 
off some close pitches to force in Healy as 
the go-ahead run with a walk.

Palardy then took the mound looking 
to stop the Stronger U Nutrition offense. 
He pitched 1 2/3 innings of perfect relief, 
retiring the side in order to seal a 12-11 
victory. Palardy recorded the final out 
when he fielded a grounder and threw it 
to first baseman Vinny Tallo, who threw 
his arms up in excitement and began 
the Hurd Auto Mall celebration on the 
mound.

CHAMPS: Pictured is the Hurd Auto Mall team from left to right. Sitting: Steven 
Palardy, Corey Ogden, Giovanni Gauthier. Kneeling: Vinny Tallo, Henry Healy, Adrian 
Young. Standing: Coach Anthony Pannone, Amani Morales, Coach Eddie Pannone 
III, Jalen Johnson, Coach Eddie Pannone Jr., Nico Capobianco. Not pictured: Aiden 
Neil. (Submitted photo)

Hurd Auto Mall     
wins fall ball title

The CCRI Lady Knights 
Volleyball team had an ex-
cellent year finishing with 
a 7-3 overall record and 
earning their First Region 
XXI title since 2016.  They 
recently received more 
very great news with three 
Lady Knights earning All-
Region XXI honors. Fresh-
man co-captain Outside 
Hitter Madison Capwell 
(Coventry, RI) and fresh-
man Outside Hitter Savan-
na Martinez (Central Falls, 
RI) both earned First Team 
All-Region XXI honors. 
Freshman Middle Blocker 
Courtney Essex (South 
Kingstown, RI) earned 
Second Team All-Region 
XXI honors.

Madison Capwell 
earned First Team All-
Region XXI honors while 
serving as one of the Lady 
Knights co-captains this 
season.  Coming to CCRI 
from the perennial vol-
leyball power Coventry 
High School Capwell tran-
sitioned very well into her 
college career as a leader 
for CCRI.   Capwell led 
the Lady Knights with 98 
kills and 2.45 kills per set 
which ranks her No. 65 in 
NJCAA Division III vol-
leyball. Capwell also led 
CCRI with 128.5 points 
and 3.2 points per set, 
which ranks her No 57 in 
Division III. She was sec-
ond on the Lady Knights 
with 26 aces and third on 
the Lady Knights with 118 
digs.  Maddie was one of 
the leaders both on and off 

the court.  Capwell had her 
best match when the Lady 
Knights needed it most in 
the Region XXI Tourna-
ment versus Massasoit CC 
where she scored 21 points 
with 16 kills, three aces 
and two solo blocks.           

Savanna Martinez 
earned First Team All-
Region XXI honors in her 
freshman campaign as 
well. Martinez came to 
CCRI from Central Falls 
High School which has 
a formidable program in 
the RIIL. Martinez was a 
very versatile player for 
the Lady Knights this sea-
son.  She ranked second 
on the team with 139 digs 
and 3.48 digs per set.  She 
ranked third on the team 
with 65 kills and 1.63 kills 
per set. She ranked third I 
the team with 86.5 points 
and 2.2 points per set.  Sa-
vanna also did well from 
the service line where she 
had 20 aces on the season. 
Martinez’s best match 
came versus Massasoit 
in their second meeting 
when she scored 20 points 
with a season-high 14 kills 
and added 4 aces.  Marti-
nez, like Capwell did a bit 
of everything for the Lady 
Knights this season and 
was arguably one of their 
most consistent players 
and was a vital key to their 
success this season.       

Courtney Essex earned 
Second Team All-Region 
XXI honors in her fresh-
man campaign. Essex 
ranked second on the team 

with 69 kills, and 1.73 kills 
per set. Essex was also 
ranked second on the team 
with 87 total points and 2.2 
points per set. She was also 
second on the team with 
eight solo blocks while 
also adding 10 aces from 
the service line. Essex’s 
best match came in their 
first meeting with Massa-
soit CC where she had 22 
total points consisting of 
a season-high 19 kills and 
three aces, Courtney also 
played very well in the 
Regional vs the Warriors 
where she had 17 points 
with 14 kills, two aces and 
a solo block.

Knights earn          
All-Region honors
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705 Investment Property
710 Mobile Homes For Sale
720 Land For Sale
730 Vacation Property
740 Florida Property
750 Real Estate Wanted
760 Real Estate Financing/Services
770 Condominiums For Sale
780 House For Sale
790 Auctions

900 BUSINESS SERVICES

100  Autos Wanted

WE BUY JUNK CARS! Any auto, 
any condition. Call 516-8822.

500  Help Wanted 500  Help Wanted 500  Help Wanted

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

JOHNSTON

❑ ❑ ❑ ❑
AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $ ________________   CHECK #  ____________

# OF WEEKS  AD IS TO RUN  _______________       DATE    ____________

# ___________________________________ ___

 EXPIRATION DATE:________________________________   3 DIgIT CODE________________

$12.00/Week
$14.00 w/Bold

$13.00/Week
$15.00 w/Bold

$14.00/Week
$16.00 w/Bold

MAIL-IN ADVERTISING FORM✃

NAME   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ PHONE  _______________________________

ADDRESS   _________________________________________________________________________________CITY  _____________________ STATE   _____________ ZIP _______________    

Use 1 block for each letter, nUmber or pUnctUation mark. leave one blank block between each word or after each pUnctUation mark. (minimUm of 4 lines)

MAil CoMplEtEd foRM to:

Johnston Sun Rise Classified Dept.
1944 Warwick Avenue • Warwick, RI  02889

email: AmandaN@rhodybeat.com

4 Lines / $1200* • $1.00 for each additional line
• Bold Face First Line of ad for $2.00 per week
* Does Not Include Employment Ads
Run your ad for 4 weeks or more & SAVE 50¢ per week

DEADLINE:
tUESDAY
at 10 AM

130  Autos For Sale

2007 Hyundai Azera V6. 73,000 
miles. One owner. $6995. 401-
391-1896

205  Yard Sales

200 MESHANICUT VALLEY 
PARKWAY, Cranston.  Saturday, 
November 13, 2021 9AM-1PM. 
Grannie’s Attic Indoor Yard Sale 
and Closet on the Hill – Thrift 
Shop.

CLEANER: 6 a.m.-noon. Monday 
thru Friday. $13.50/hr. Must have 
valid drivers license, reliable ve-
hicle & clean BCI. Prov., Crans. & 
War. Call Paul 301-1162.

MECHANIC: FULL TIME days. 
Light Truck Fleet, small engine 
repair. $20-$25 per hr. Must have 
own tools. Cranston area. Health 
benefits, vacation, 401K and per-
sonal day. Call Joe 401-258-9648

CHRISTMAS TREE LOT HELP: 
Full and part-time. Call Jack be-
fore 5PM, 401-392-1133.

LEAD PRESCHOOL teacher: Part-
time. Johnston. Must have ECE 
degree, RI teaching certificate or 
Special Education w/12 credits in 
ECE. Call 944-1285 or 255-5451.

500  Help Wanted

635 Duplex For Rent

750 Real Estate Wanted

520 Medical Help Wanted

STATE of the art dental office with 
cutting edge technology is seek-
ing an experienced dental assis-
tant for full time employment. We 
utilize the following technologies 
that include and are not limited 
to: Dentrix, Dexis, Sirnoa, Cerec, 
CBCT, ext. Hours will be Monday-
Thursday 7:45-5:00 and Friday 
7:45-2:00. No weekends! No holi-
days! No evenings! Starting date 
ASAP. We are open to both new 
graduates as well as experienced 
candidates. Office is located in 
North Kingstown, RI. Applicants 
must be punctual, team player, 
positive, helpful and ready to 
work.

CRANSTON: 2 BED, 1.5 baths. 
Unfurnished, hardwood floors. 
Washer & Dryer, stove, refrig-
erator, 1-yr lease. $1000 mo. + 
utilities. Security. No pets. No 
smoking. Credit check, BCI, refer-
ences. Bob 529-5898.

WE BUY HOUSES: Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!! House needs 
work? We don’t mind. Call 401-
595-8703

To place a Classified 
ad by phone, please 

call Amanda at

732-3100Save Time.
Save Money.

RING
RHODE ISLAND NEWSPAPER GROUP

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Statewide
Coverage

Help Wanted
Real Estate

Autos
Items For Sale

Call 732-3100

R E A C H  OV E R  1 3 0 , 0 0 0  H O M E S
HIRING • SELLING • BUYING
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To place your ad, 
please call 

Amanda

732-3100

R.L. Davis Movers, Inc.
Residential - Commercial
Packing Services & Supplies Available

5% Senior Discount
Serving All of New England

401-463-0006
Lic. #MC134        Insured

Business ServiceS

933  Electrical

929  Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218   Reg. #31803

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Murphy’s Maintenance
Painting ~

Interior/Exterior
Carpentry

Powerwashing
Houses & Decks    

465-7663 Reg. #20638 

936  Handyman

939  Moving & Storage

943  Landscaping

Complete
Landscaping 

Grass Cutting
Masonry Work

All Work Guaranteed
Jake 374-3695 
Free Estimates   Reg. # 37648

ALL SKILL
Landscaping

Lawn Maintenance
Tree Trimming

Stump Grinding
Lic. Arborist - Insured

401-924-2999

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

Levine Painting Co., Inc.
Commercial  ❖   Residential

Interior & Exterior
Painting  ❖   Wallpaper

Nathan Levine 736-0600
Reg. #7140 (Cell) 323-6100  Insured               

945  Painting

948  Plastering

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

949  Fencing

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of

Vinyl  ●    Wood  ●    Aluminum 
Chainlink  Fences

Insured ●   Free Estimates
 Call 228-3647 Reg. #40392   

953  Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

960  Storage

STORAGE CONTAINERS
 For Rent. Stationary at 

Johnston location or mobile. 
We can bring to your

location for monthly rental. 
Very competitive, fast & 
reliable service. Call for
our pricing & incentive

programs for long term use.

401-837-0048 or 401-663-0174

963  Roofing

Rawlinson Home 
Improvements, Inc.
Your Local Roofing & 

Painting Company
A Great Job at a Great Price

Small Roof Repairs to Total 
Replacement

401-529-0649
Call Brian for a Free Estimate 

Reg. #10690

965  Rubbish Removal

House Junk Removal
Garages • Basements

Small Demolitions 
Reliable Service

Reg. #2983 & Insured

286-0505

Fall Cleanups
House - Cellars - Yards 

Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!

30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 
741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

YARD DEBRIS, JUNK  
REMOVAL & MORE

10, 15, 20 & 30 Containers 
placed at your location. 

Competitive rates. Reliable, courteous 
service. Call for pricing & availability, 

1st 401-626-8737
 2nd 401-837-0048.

Business Services ads start at $32/week for 4 or more weeks
in the Johnston Sun Rise, Warwick Beacon & Cranston Herald 

Waugh & Sons
GUTTERS CLEANED!

We clear debris from gutters and down-
spouts, then hose out to ensure proper 

function. 
433-9549 

Insured • Reg. #39679

961  Gutters
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Place Your Ad Today
Reach LOCAL

Customers!
ONLY 

$1500
 PER WEEK

(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad • FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

PROPANE FILLING STATION

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

ALL
PROPANE

TANKS
FILLED
HERE

Be Safe –GRILL!

CA$H FOR GOLD
BUYING and SELLING

Gold • Silver • Diamonds • Jewelry • Coins
OLD, NEW OR BROKEN — WE BUY IT ALL!

1450 Atwood Ave, Suite 10, Johnston, RI 02919
401.525.CA$H (2274)

MON. 10AM-6PM • TUES.-SAT. 9:30AM-6:30PM • CLOSED SUNDAY

HIGHEST PRICES PAID! Sell with confi dence

to a LICENSED precious metal dealer.

Atwood Coin and Jewelry
LIC. #201901-001

SEE OUR AD
ON THE

COLLECTIBLES
PAGE

YOUR HOMETOWN OIL COMPANY
Warwick Oil /Valley Fuel Inc.

1343 Main Street, West Warwick

823-8113
LIC. #345
LIC. #444

RI LIHEAP Vendor

• 24-Hour Emergency Service
• No Credit Card Fees
• Bulk Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel

Same Day Deliveries
CALL US BY 11:00 AM

Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

Nardone Painting Co.
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK

Roofi ng, Siding and Windows
NOW OFFERING: Carpentry,

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling & Hardwood Floors
Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work

LICENSED & INSURED

401-943-1675
Luciano Nardone                       27 Tweed Street, Cranston

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
Agent, Vincent S. Podmaska Insurance Agency

vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700 • Fax: 401-273-0477

401-270-7371
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

1031 Plainfi eld Street
Johnston, RI 02919
Open Daily 8AM-8PM

M&M’ss
DINER

1168 Warwick Ave.
Warwick

463-7100

Mon.-Thur. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

TWO PAIR OF
EYEGLASSES

Select In-Stock Frame • Single Vision

$99
Bifocals $40.00 Additional

LIMITED TIME OFFER

IF YOU WEAR GLASSES READ THIS!

John L. Spaziano
John W. Spaziano
Registered Opticians

WET LEAKY BASEMENT?
• PUMPS INSTALLED • UNDER FLOOR DRAINAGE

• FOUNDATION & BULKHEAD REPAIRS
LET A PROFESSIONAL SOLVE YOUR BASEMENT WATER PROBLEMS

(401) 516-3641
www.DivConServices.com

Diversifi ed Services                       RI Reg. #9386

A Professional Drain Service Company
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Slow Drains • Main Sewer Line Unclog
Clogged Sinks, Toilets & Shower Drains

EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Drain Pain? Call the Doctor!
(401) 318-9329

DoctorDrainRI.net
Doctor Drain RI LLC • doctordrainri@gmail.com

453 Atwood Ave., Cranston
944-9380

New and Used 
Products 
And Gear

Licensed 
Inspection Station 

WE BUY 
JUNK CARS 

We Strive 
To Keep You Rolling 

471 George Waterman Rd.
 Johnston RI 

OPEN THANKSGIVING
8am-1pm!!!

Turkey
Dinner
Pick Ups 

1pm-3pm
ONLY
$12.99

With all the traditional fi xings 
Call to pre order NOW!! 
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